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Lebanon's civil defence team searches the rubble in Aitou, following an Israeli air strike

The UNʼs human rights office has called for an investigation into an Israeli air strike
that killed 23 people in northern Lebanon on Monday.

Spokesman Jeremy Laurence said the strike, on the Christian-majority village of
Aitou, raised "real concerns" with respect to international humanitarian law.

Laurence said that 12 women and two children were understood to be among the dead
from the bombing, which destroyed a residential building that had been recently
rented out to a family displaced from the south.

Rescue workers were still pulling bodies from the rubble in Aitou on Tuesday - far
from the focus of the conflict to date in the south of Lebanon, Beqaa Valley and parts
of Beirut.

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) is yet to comment on the strike.

Lebanon says 21 killed in air strike in countryʼs north
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Drone attack on Israel puts spotlight on Iron Dome's limitations

Elie Alwan, the owner of the house in Aitou, told reporters that it had been rented to a
family of around 10 people, who were later joined by around 10 more.

Alwan said there had been no problems with the tenants until a car came to the house
on Monday - the driver apparently delivering cash – when the air strike hit.

Israeli air strikes on members of Hezbollah in the areas where the group usually
operates have pushed its members to other parts of the country, creating fears across
Lebanon that Israeli targets could be anywhere.

An Aitou resident, Sarkis Alwan, told the AFP news agency that the village “maybe...
won't welcome” displaced people anymore. "And villagers who have taken in displaced
people, I think they will ask them to leave," he said.

Israel has demonstrated a willingness during its recent escalation to strike residential
buildings without warning as it attempts to degrade Hezbollah, which has been
sporadically firing rockets into Israel for a year since the day after the Hamas attack of
7 October 2023.

On Thursday night, an Israeli strike hit a residential building in central Beirut killing
22 people, according to figures from the Lebanese health ministry.

Unconfirmed reports said that the strike, which came with no warning and wounded
117, targeted Wafiq Safa, a senior member of Hezbollah, the Iran-backed militant
group that is a powerful force in Lebanon.

The reports said that the strike failed to kill him and Hezbollah has not commented on
his status.

Israel says it is necessary to take on Hezbollah in order for people in the north of the
country to be able to return to their homes.

A drone attack launched by Hezbollah on a military base in northern Israel killed four
Israeli soldiers on Sunday and severely wounded seven more - the deadliest strike by
the group since Israel launched a ground invasion of Lebanon two weeks ago.
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Reuters

Hezbollah's Sunday drone attack was one of the biggest in more than a year - four Israeli soldiers were killed

Also on Tuesday, the UN refugee agency said that more than a quarter of Lebanon was
now covered by Israeli military evacuation orders.

"People are heeding these calls to evacuate, and they're fleeing with almost nothing,”
the agency's Middle East director Rema Jamous Imseis told a press briefing.

The evacuation orders, coupled with Israelʼs ground invasion and bombing campaign,
have driven a massive exodus of Lebanese people from the affected areas.

More than 1.2 million people have been displaced, according to the Lebanese
government. They have fled villages and major cities in the south, and moved north to
Beirut, Tripoli and other cities.

Many have ended up in unsafe and unsanitary conditions in shelters in and around
the capital, where schools and shops have been closed to house people.

The sheer volume of displaced people has overwhelmed welfare services, the mayorʼs
office told the BBC, leaving thousands of displaced people on the streets.

Using plans made for the previous invasion, in 2006, the municipality had prepared for
just 10% of the actual number of people, mayor Abdallah Darwich told the BBC last
week.

“We did not imagine it could be this huge,” he said. “Every day our calculations have
become larger and larger.”

The Israeli strikes on Beirut, focused on the southern suburb of Dahieh, had become a
daily and nightly occurrence over the past three weeks, but the capital has not been hit
for nearly five days.

On Tuesday, US State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said Washington had
raised "concerns" with the Israeli government over the “scope and nature” of its
bombing of Beirut in recent weeks.
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“Israel does have a right to defend itself against those terrorists who pose a threat to
the state of Israel, but we've had real concerns about the nature of the campaign that
we saw roll out across Beirut over the past few weeks,” he said.

“Weʼve seen [the number of strikes] come down over the past few days,” he added.

Following the Hezbollah drone strike on Sunday, Netanyahu threatened on Monday
night that he would continue striking the group in Lebanon “without mercy”, including
Beirut.

On Tuesday evening, Netanyahu said in a phone call with President Emmanuel
Macron that he was opposed to "a unilateral ceasefire, which would not change the
security situation in Lebanon and would return the country to its previous state".

Earlier in the day, the deputy leader of Hezbollah, Naim Qassem, issued his own threat
to Israel, saying the group had "a new calculation" to inflict pain on its enemy.

At the same time, Qassem, speaking in a televised address, called for a ceasefire,
saying that it was the only solution to the current conflict. "If the Israelis do not want
that, we will continue," he added.

Israeli strikes have killed at least 2,309 people over the last year, according to figures
from the Lebanese government, which does not distinguish between combatants and
non-combatants.

Israel has said around 50 Israelis, both soldiers and civilians, have been killed.
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