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A universal basic income of £1,600 a month is to be trialled in England for the first time in a pilot programme.

Under the pilot programme, 30 people in two areas will be paid an unconditional lump sum each month for two years, with the

participants observed to better understand the effects on their lives.

Two places in England have been selected for the micro pilot scheme, central Jarrow in north-east England and Grange, East

Finchley in north London.

In the pilots, 15-30 people would receive £1,600 a month for two years.

Will Stronge, the director of research at the thinktank Autonomy, which is backing the plan, said: “This is a substantial amount.

Universal basic income usually covers people’s basic needs but we want to see what effect this unconditional lump sum has on

people’s mental and physical health, whether they choose to work or not.

“Our society is going to require some form of basic income in the coming years – given the tumult of climate change, tech

disruption and industrial transition that lies ahead. This is why building the evidence base and public engagement now is so

important, so the ground is well-prepared for national implementation.”

Advocates argue that universal basic income (UBI) provides a level of economic security to everyone. It is also seen as a potential

solution to insecurity in the labour market while others say it is expensive and support should be targeted.

Related video: Universal basic income to be trialled in England (Dailymotion)

The Guardian

Universal basic income of £1,600 a month to be trialled in England

Follow

Story by Dahaba Ali Hussen • 4 Jun

© 2023 Microsoft Privacy & Cookies Terms of use Advertise

My Feed News Personalise

Search the web

3

Feedback

https://www.theguardian.com/?utm_source=msn&utm_medium=hosted
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=521839
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=246338
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=2003950
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/feed?ocid=winp1taskbar
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news?ocid=winp1taskbar
https://login.live.com/login.srf?wa=wsignin1.0&wp=MBI_SSL&mkt=en-gb&wreply=https%3A%2F%2Fapi.msn.com%2Fauth%2Fcookie%2Fsecurepassport%3Fapikey%3D0QfOX3Vn51YCzitbLaRkTTBadtWpgTN8NZLW0C1SEM%26ocid%3DPeregrine%26secure%3Dtrue%26ru%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.msn.com%252Fen-gb%252Fnews%252Fuknews%252Funiversal-basic-income-of-1-600-a-month-to-be-trialled-in-england%252Far-AA1c78Cb%253Focid%253Dwinp1taskbar%2526cvid%253D10a3c721aa3e480bba441106bfc23299%2526ei%253D6&ru=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.msn.com%2Fen-gb%2Fnews%2Fuknews%2Funiversal-basic-income-of-1-600-a-month-to-be-trialled-in-england%2Far-AA1c78Cb%3Focid%3Dwinp1taskbar%26cvid%3D10a3c721aa3e480bba441106bfc23299%26ei%3D6
windows-feedback://?contextid=509


6/27/23, 10:35 PM Universal basic income of £1,600 a month to be trialled in England

https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/uknews/universal-basic-income-of-1-600-a-month-to-be-trialled-in-england/ar-AA1c78Cb?ocid=winp1taskbar&cvid=10a3c7… 2/7

More for you

Last year, Andy Burnham, the mayor of Greater Manchester, said UBI was an idea “whose time has come” as he spoke on the cost of

living crisis.

Burnham said: “A universal basic income will put a solid foundation beneath everybody so that they can have a life with security and

stop worrying about everything.”

Similar pilots are already under way in other countries. In Wales, the devolved government is running a scheme paying an

unconditional £1,600 to young people leaving care for two years. It says it will report on the outcome after the trial finishes.

In 2020, more than 170 MPs and peers urged the government to introduce a universal basic income to “give everyone the financial

support they need to provide for themselves and their families” during the coronavirus pandemic.

Cleo Goodman, the co-founder of the initiative Basic Income Conversation, said: “We’re hopeful that this plan will result in the first

ever basic income pilots in England. No one should ever be facing poverty, having to choose between heating and eating, in one of

the wealthiest countries in the world.

“Basic income has the potential to simplify the welfare system and tackle poverty in Britain.”

A control group will also be recruited and not paid the basic income to monitor their experiences during the same period.

Participants will be randomly selected from a pool of volunteers, with 20% of places allocated to people with disabilities.

Stronge said: “All the evidence shows that it would directly alleviate poverty and boost millions of people’s wellbeing: the potential

benefits are just too large to ignore. With the decades ahead set to be full of economic shocks due to climate change and new

forms of automation, basic income is going to be a crucial part of securing livelihoods in the future.”

MORE FROM THE GUARDIAN

Surrey v Lancashire,
Essex v Warwickshire,
and more: county crick…

Thames Water CEO
quits in shock departure;
UK supermarkets deny…

Matt Hancock says he is
‘profoundly sorry’ for
‘huge error’ in UK’s…

Visit The Guardian

181

336

192

© 2023 Microsoft Privacy & Cookies Terms of use Advertise Feedback

https://www.theguardian.com/sport/live/2023/jun/27/surrey-v-lancashire-essex-v-warwickshire-and-more-county-cricket-live
https://www.theguardian.com/business/live/2023/jun/27/food-inflation-eases-mps-supermarket-price-rises-imf-greedflation-ecb-business-live
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/live/2023/jun/27/tories-labour-migrant-children-rwanda-rishi-sunak-keir-starmer-matt-hancock-covid-inquiry-uk-politics-live
https://www.theguardian.com/?utm_source=msn&utm_medium=hosted
https://www.theguardian.com/?utm_source=msn&utm_medium=hosted
https://www.theguardian.com/?utm_source=msn&utm_medium=hosted
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=521839
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=246338
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=2003950
windows-feedback://?contextid=509

