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UNLOCKING THE WORLD
Pre-travel testing requirement lifted: What you need to know about the new US
travel policy

Marnie Hunter, CNN • Updated 14th June 2022

(CNN) — Many travelers in the United States and abroad have been waiting for it. The
travel industry has been pushing for it. And on Sunday an end arrives to the
requirement for travelers to test negative for Covid-19 before entering the US.

The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention cited a "new phase" of the
pandemic in a statement confirming the rule change.

"Widespread uptake of highly effective Covid-19 vaccines, the availability of effective
therapeutics, and the accrual of high rates of vaccine- and infection-induced immunity
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at the population level in the United States" have all helped lower the risk of severe
disease and death, the agency said.

Navigating ever-shifting entry requirements across the globe has been a source of
great confusion for travelers everywhere.

Here's what we know about how the new policy will impact US arrivals:

When will the pre-travel testing requirement be lifted?
The requirement ends on Sunday, June 12, at 12:01 a.m. ET.

That means flights departing to the US from a foreign country at or after that time no
longer have to present a negative test result or documentation of recovery in the past
90 days from Covid-19.

Departures before that time will require testing.

Is the decision final?
Like many measures targeting Covid-19, the rules are subject to change.

"CDC continues to evaluate the latest science and state of the pandemic and will
reassess the need for a testing requirement if the situation changes," the agency said
in a statement.

Do foreign arrivals to the US still need to be vaccinated?
Yes. The vaccination requirement for foreign arrivals has not changed.

Travelers 18 and older who are not US citizens, US nationals, legal permanent
residents or immigrants must be fully vaccinated to travel to the US, with limited
exceptions.

Children 17 and under are not required to be vaccinated.

What about unvaccinated Americans?
The end of the testing requirement applies to all travelers previously required to
present negative test results, and vaccination requirements to enter the United States
do not apply to US citizens.

What is the CDC's recommendation for travel?

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/noncitizens-US-air-travel.html

