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People queue to get tested for the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) after the Christmas holiday break,
amid the COVID-19 pandemic, at Doce de Octubre Hospital in Madrid, Spain December 27, 2021.
REUTERS/Javier Barbancho/File Photo

BRUSSELS, April 26 (Reuters) - The European Commission is set to say the EU has entered

a new post-emergency phase of the pandemic in which testing should be targeted and

monitoring of COVID-19 cases should be similar to sample-based flu surveillance,

according to a draft document seen by Reuters.

The shift comes amid a gradual drop of cases and a fall in the number of deaths linked to

COVID-19, thanks to the spread of the less virulent Omicron variant and the immunisation

of over 70% of the EU population, with half of the population having received also a

booster shot.

"This Communication puts forward an approach for the management of the pandemic in

the coming months, moving from emergency to a more sustainable mode," the EU draft

document says.
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The Commission had no comment.

The World Health Organization (WHO) is in charge of declaring a pandemic and the end of

it, a move that has vast legal implications for a large variety of sectors, including insurers

and vaccine makers. The U.N. agency has said the pandemic is not over.

The EU's document is non-binding and comes with clear warnings that "COVID-19 is here

to stay", likely with the emergence of new variants, and therefore "vigilance and

preparedness remain essential."
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The draft document, prepared by Health Commissioner Stella Kyriakides and set to be

adopted on Wednesday, warns that new surges are possible and recommends EU

governments keep up their guard and be ready to return to emergency measures if needed.

However, it also acknowledges that a new phase has started and that a new approach is

needed to monitor the pandemic.

That means that mass testing, whereby people with symptoms and their contacts must

undergo a test, has been already dropped in some EU states, in stark contrast with policies

currently applied in China where large cities are subjected to lockdowns and regular mass

testing after the detection of few cases.

The Commission recognizes this shift, noting that less testing could make it harder to

interpret epidemiological data.

That is in line with warnings from the WHO head General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

who on Tuesday urged countries to maintain surveillance of coronavirus infections, saying

the world was "blind" to how the virus was spreading because of falling rates of testing.

L2N2WO1SR.

To address this situation, Brussels encourages the introduction of more sophisticated ways

of detecting outbreaks.

"Targeted diagnostic testing should be put in place," the draft document says, noting that

new testing strategies should be designed to ensure they keep providing useful indications

on epidemiological trends.

For this purpose, priority groups for testing should be identified, including those close to

outbreaks, people at risk of developing severe COVID-19 and medical staff and others who

are in regular contact with vulnerable populations.

Surveillance of the virus should also be adapted, with an increased focus on genomic

sequencing to spot possible new variants, and less attention on mass reporting of cases.My View Following Saved
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More from Reuters

"The objective of surveillance should no longer be based on the identification and

reporting of all cases, but rather on obtaining reliable estimates of the intensity of

community transmission, of the impact of severe disease and on vaccine effectiveness," the

document says.

It suggests establishing a surveillance system similar to that used to monitor seasonal flu,

in which a limited number of selected healthcare providers collect and share relevant data.

Vaccines continue to remain essential in the fight against COVID-19, the document says,

recommending states consider strategies to boost vaccination among children aged five

and over before the start of next school year.

The Commission warns that immunisations are below 15% among children between 5 and

9, the youngest age group for which COVID-19 vaccines have been authorised in Europe.

That compares to over 70% of teens aged 15 to 17, the document says.
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Reporting by Francesco Guarascio in Brussels @fraguarascio, additional reporting by Emma Farge in

Geneva and Jennifer Rigby in London; Editing by William Maclean and Bernadette Baum

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.
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Russia cuts gas to Poland in what Ukraine condemns
as 'gas blackmail'
WRAPUP 2 · April 27, 2022 · 11:26 AM GMT+8

Russia halted gas supplies to Poland under the Yamal contract on Wednesday, data from the

European Union network of gas transmission operators showed, in a deepening of the rift

between the West and Russia over its invasion of Ukraine.
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UK's Johnson says Putin has room to withdraw from Ukraine
3:25 AM GMT+8

World

Putin agrees to UN, Red Cross help to evacuate civilians from Mariupol steel plant -U.N.
3:58 AM GMT+8
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Norway to allocate $44 mln to British-led Ukraine weapons procurement
April 26, 2022

Europe

Ammunition depot ablaze near Russia's Belgorod after blasts, says governor
28 min ago
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