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Philippines now sees signs of ‘endemicity’ —health
expert

GISELLE OMBAY,GMA News 18 hrs ago
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visory group member Dr. Edsel Salvaiia at Jan. 6, 2022 briefing

The Philippines is already seeing signs of shifting from a pandemic to an endemic state due to its improved healthcare
utilization rate and decreasing COVID-19 infections, an infectious disease expert said Wednesday.

During a Laging Handa briefing, Dr. Edsel Salvana explained the transition to an endemic situation is not quick as it
undergoes a gradual process.

However, with the low healthcare utilization rate and new daily COVID-19 cases recorded, the country might already be
moving forward towards the endemic state, he said.

“Nakikita na naman natin ‘yung signs of endemicity dito na hindi na nape-pressure ang ating healthcare system, manageable
na, meron tayong mga lunas para dito, and we know how to prevent it with our masks and our vaccines,” he said.

“In a way, nagiging endemic na siya. Every single day na the cases remain low, that's a step forward towards endemicity,” he
added.

(We are already seeing here the signs of endemicity that our healthcare system is no longer under pressure, it is manageable,
we have cures for the virus, and we know how to prevent it with our masks and our vaccines. In a way, the country is
becoming endemic. Every single day that the cases remain low, that's a step forward towards endemicity.)

The Department of Health (DOH) on Tuesday reported 225 new COVID-19 infections, the lowest COVID-19 tally this year,
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Based on DOH's latest data, the bed occupancy in the country is at 16.9%, with 5,592 beds occupied, while 27,579 were
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Mommy D says she wants
to be presidential adviser
if Manny wins

The mother of Senator Manny Pacquiao
on Wednesday said she will become an

adviser to the Palace should her son win
the presidential race in Eleksyon 2022.
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Belmonte OKs green
Procurement ordinance

MANILA, Philippines — Quezon City
Mayor Joy Belmonte has approved an
ordinance that will include
environmental criteria in the technical

specifications for the procurement of
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12 rescued from online
child trafficking ring

MANILA, Philippines — Twelve children
were rescued by police from two

suspected members of an online
trafficking ring in Taguig on Tuesday. In
a report, Southern Police District (SPD)
chief Brig. Gen. Jimili Macaraeg said the
suspects, aged 39 and 33, were arrested
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Education Secretary Leonor Briones on
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BSP extends zero spread
on peso rediscounting
loans

MANILA, Philippines — The Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) has granted a
final extension of the zero spread on its
peso rediscount loans anew until end-
June to allow banks to tap the facility to
meet their temporary liquidity needs
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Malacanang: IPs, LGUs
involved in Kaliwa Dam
talks amid criticisms

Malacafiang on Wednesday pointed out

that indigenous peoples groups and
local government units (LGUs) were
being involved in negotiations for the
commencement of the Kaliwa Dam

project in Quezon and Rizal provinces.
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GSIS computer loan plan
runs until June

MANILA, Philippines — State-run
Government Service Insurance System
(GSIS) is giving qualified members more
time to avail of a computer loan facility
for their work-from-home arrangements
and distance learning set up for their
children. GSIS president and general
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Pasang Masda asks LTFRB
to raise jeepney fare to
P14

Transport group Pasang Masda has filed
a new petition seeking to increase the
minimum jeepney fare to P14, according
to a report on Unang Balita on
Wednesday. This comes as the Land
Transportation Franchising and
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