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FUREY: Ontario reveals deaths caused by
COVID much lower than previously
reported

Anthony Furey
Mar 09,2022 - 11 hours ago * 3 minute read D 72 Comments

Ontario has quietly revealed that the number of persons in the province whose death was
caused by COVID-19 is much lower than the story the previous statistics told.

Dr. Kieran Moore didn’t even mention it at his morning news conference. None of the
reporters participating in the press conference asked about it — they were too busy stressing
out over the fact masks will soon be optional. But the numbers were right there in the
government’s newly released documents.

What the data reveals is that, depending on the wave, the number of reported deaths where
COVID-19 was actually the underlying cause of death ranged from about 75% to just under
60% of the previously disclosed numbers.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW

https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/furey-ontario-reveals-deaths-caused-by-covid-much-lower-than-previously-reported 1/8


mailto:?Subject=I%20saw%20this%20on%20Toronto%20sun&Body=https%3A//torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/furey-ontario-reveals-deaths-caused-by-covid-much-lower-than-previously-reported
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=144435319507370&display=popup&href=https%3A//torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/furey-ontario-reveals-deaths-caused-by-covid-much-lower-than-previously-reported&quote=
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A//torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/furey-ontario-reveals-deaths-caused-by-covid-much-lower-than-previously-reported&text=FUREY%3A%20Ontario%20reveals%20deaths%20caused%20by%20COVID%20much%20lower%20than%20previously%20reported&via=
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/furey-ontario-reveals-deaths-caused-by-covid-much-lower-than-previously-reported
https://torontosun.com/category/opinion/columnists/
https://torontosun.com/author/afureypost/
https://torontosun.com/tag/toronto-sun-50/
https://torontosun.com/category/news/
https://torontosun.com/category/sports/
https://torontosun.com/category/opinion/
https://torontosun.com/category/entertainment/
https://torontosun.com/category/life/
https://torontosun.remembering.ca/
https://torontosun.com/category/sunshine-girls/
https://torontosun.com/category/driving/
https://torontosun.com/comics/
https://torontosun.com/puzzles/
https://torontosun.com/advice/?amu=/last-word-in-astrology/
https://torontosun.com/newsletters/
https://torontosun.com/category/healthing/
https://torontosun.com/category/thegrowthop/
https://epaper.torontosun.com/
https://torontosun.com/
https://torontosun.com/subscribe
https://torontosun.com/subscribe/campaign/mar-apr-banner/?utm_source=on-net&utm_medium=editorial&utm_campaign=mar-apr&utm_content=2perweek
https://torontosun.com/subscribe/campaign/mar-apr-banner/?utm_source=on-net&utm_medium=editorial&utm_campaign=mar-apr&utm_content=2perweek
https://torontosun.com/manage

3/10/22,7:26 PM FUREY: Ontario deaths caused by COVID lower than previously reported | Toronto Sun

This advertisement has not loaded
yet, but your article continues below.

“Data from other jurisdictions suggested that with the very high Omicron case counts, some
people with COVID-19 infection were dying from causes unrelated to their COVID-19
infection,” reads the explainer document released by the Ministry of Health. “This
necessitated a review of the pandemic, including whether COVID-19 was causing or
contributing to the death of individuals.”

The percentage of reported COVID deaths in Ontario that are actually totally unrelated to
COVID is 4.2%, a number that surged to 8% during the Omicron wave.

However, there is a category between COVID being the cause of death and having nothing to
do with it. Between 10-20% of Ontario’s deaths (depending on the wave) are classified as
“deaths due to chronic or other pre-existing conditions that were exacerbated by COVID-19.”

These are people who did not die of COVID, but their health was worsened by having had the
virus.
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A higher proportion of Wave 5 deaths were reported as non-COVID-19-related than in previous waves
Deaths due to causes unrelated to COVID made up 8% of all deaths in Wave 5, significantly higher than in previous waves
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COVID-19 was underlying cause COVID-19 contributed Cause of death unrelated to COVID-19 Cause of death unknown or missing

That category has never before been publicly reported. The data also reveals around 10% of
COVID deaths are in fact “cause of death unknown or missing”.

Dr. Neil Rau, an infectious diseases physician in the GTA who has treated COVID patients in
hospital since the beginning of the pandemic, explains that it can be a challenge to tease out
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the role that COVID plays in the health of those with severe underlying conditions. Dr. Rau

refers to them as those who are “living at the edge of the cliff”, where COVID or any other
illness would be enough to push them over.

“In some cases they may have died because their severe lung disease was getting worse and
then you added covid to the picture,” Dr. Rau explains.

The flipside is this is believed to also apply to many of those who died with COVID as the
confirmed cause of death. While Ontario doesn’t divulge comorbidity data, Alberta Health
Sciences reports that three quarters of Albertans who died of COVID did so while suffering

from three or more underlying health conditions. Only 4% of deaths were in persons who
suffered from no conditions.
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The further breakdown of COVID data is something physicians and researchers have been
requesting for a while.

“It is very helpful to have accurate information regarding mortality data,” says Dr. Martha
Fulford, a pediatric infectious diseases physician who has treated COVID patients and is an
associate professor at McMaster University. “It is also important to have this data broken
down by age as this is one of the most important risk factors for a poor outcome.”

MORE ON THIS TOPIC

Dr. Fulford would like to see more granular data in Ontario such as Alberta provides: “As we
move forward, we should also continue to document other risk factors that are associated
with a poorer outcome, such as obesity or poorly controlled diabetes.”

It was only earlier this year that Ontario revised their hospitalization data to reveal that over
half of the people supposedly in hospital due to COVID were in fact admitted to hospital for
other reasons and just happened to test positive for the virus.

It’s disappointing that all of this data is only now being confirmed. It could have gone a long

way in helping us agree to a more targeted response to the virus rather than the blunt, one-
size-fits—all approach used the past two years.

00000

LATEST |

https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/furey-ontario-reveals-deaths-caused-by-covid-much-lower-than-previously-reported 5/8


mailto:?Subject=I%20saw%20this%20on%20Toronto%20sun&Body=https%3A//torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/furey-ontario-reveals-deaths-caused-by-covid-much-lower-than-previously-reported
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=144435319507370&display=popup&href=https%3A//torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/furey-ontario-reveals-deaths-caused-by-covid-much-lower-than-previously-reported&quote=
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A//torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/furey-ontario-reveals-deaths-caused-by-covid-much-lower-than-previously-reported&text=FUREY%3A%20Ontario%20reveals%20deaths%20caused%20by%20COVID%20much%20lower%20than%20previously%20reported&via=
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/furey-ontario-reveals-deaths-caused-by-covid-much-lower-than-previously-reported
https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/furey-judging-by-their-actions-canadians-rightly-believe-covid-is-over

3/10/22,7:26 PM FUREY: Ontario deaths caused by COVID lower than previously reported | Toronto Sun

Your Midday Sun

From our newsroom to your inbox at noon, the latest headlines, stories, opinion and
photos from the Toronto Sun.

Email Address

youremail@email.com

By clicking on the sign up button you consent to receive the above newsletter from Postmedia Network Inc. You may unsubscribe any time by
clicking on the unsubscribe link at the bottom of our emails. Postmedia Network Inc. | 365 Bloor Street East, Toronto, Ontario, M4W 3L4 | 416~
383-2300

TRENDING

1 SUNshine Girl Athea
2 TRUDEAU SHADE ACROSS THE POND Putin Lite? Canada PM is a laughing stock internationally

Toronto man, 39, charged after Ukrainian bakery defaced

4 Courteney Cox 'doesn’t remember’ filming many episodes of ‘Friends'
5 TRAIKOS: Why Gary Bettman refuses to move the Arizona Coyotes out of the desert

THIS WEEK IN FLYERS

COMMENTS

Postmedia is committed to maintaining a lively but civil forum for discussion and encourage
all readers to share their views on our articles. Comments may take up to an hour for

https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/furey-ontario-reveals-deaths-caused-by-covid-much-lower-than-previously-reported 6/8


https://torontosun.com/sunshine-girl/sunshine-girl-athea-3
https://torontosun.com/news/trudeau-shade-across-the-pond-putin-lite-canada-pm-is-a-laughing-stock-internationally
https://torontosun.com/news/crime/toronto-man-39-charged-after-ukrainian-bakery-defaced
https://torontosun.com/entertainment/television/courteney-cox-doesnt-remember-filming-many-episodes-of-friends
https://torontosun.com/sports/hockey/nhl/toronto-maple-leafs/traikos-why-gary-bettman-refuses-to-move-the-arizona-coyotes-out-of-the-desert

3/10/22,7:26 PM FUREY: Ontario deaths caused by COVID lower than previously reported | Toronto Sun

moderation before appearing on the site. We ask you to keep your comments relevant and
respectful. We have enabled email notifications—you will now receive an email if you receive
areply to your comment, there is an update to a comment thread you follow or if a user you

follow comments. Visit our Community Guidelines for more information and details on how
to adjust your email settings.

https://torontosun.com/opinion/columnists/furey-ontario-reveals-deaths-caused-by-covid-much-lower-than-previously-reported 7/8


https://pages.postmedia.com/community-guidelines/
https://pages.postmedia.com/community-guidelines/#FAQ8
https://torontosun.com/tag/toronto-sun-50/
https://torontosun.com/category/news/
https://torontosun.com/category/sports/
https://torontosun.com/category/opinion/
https://torontosun.com/category/entertainment/
https://torontosun.com/category/life/
https://torontosun.remembering.ca/
http://epaper.torontosun.com/
https://torontosun.com/subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/torontosun/
https://twitter.com/TheTorontoSun
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkjNuLzfw5Ep7EJuMdeFylw
https://www.instagram.com/torontosunonline/
https://www.postmediasolutions.com/contact-us/
https://adregistry.postmedia.com/
https://torontosun.com/sitemap/
https://torontosun.com/contact
https://torontosun.com/privacy-statement/en/
https://torontosun.com/terms-of-service/
https://torontosun.com/copyright/
https://www.postmedia.com/brands

