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The government's Covid-19 Vaccine Expert Panel (VEP) said that it is awaiting data to determine the efficacy of a second

booster shot to senior citizens and immunocompromised persons.

VEP chairman and microbiologist Dr. Nina Gloriani said the efficacy of the third shot, or the first booster dose, decreases over

time among high risk individuals but not as much in healthy adults.

"We would observe its effect on the immunocompromised and the elderly who could have a weaker immune system that's
ve are recommending a fourth dose," Gloriani said in a briefing.

< >

'EP previously recommended to the Department of Health (DoH) the administration of booster shots to high risk gr
such as senior citizens and immunocompromised individuals.

Gloriani added that the main focus right now is to administer the first booster shot to all adults rather than the administration
of a second booster dose to high risk groups.

“It is clear based on data that a first booster dose will increase protection especially against variants of concern, that is why we
have to study the data if the second booster should be recommended to high risk population," she said.

In a media briefing on Tuesday, Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said that the DoH All-Experts Group was
studying the VEP recommendation for possible modification of emergency use authorization for the administration of the
second booster shot.

Gloriani said that only four vaccines, namely, Pfizer-BioNTech Comirnaty, Moderna Spikevax, AstraZeneca Vaxzevria and the
Janssen, have sufficient data to be considered for use as a second booster dose.
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Bleeding, head trauma
caused RR Rabutazo's
‘hazing' death

Eighteen-year-old Tau Gamma Phi
neophyte RR Rabutazo succumbed to
subdural hemorrhage after he was hit
by a blunt object on the head after
initiation rites held on Sunday in

Y~!~vaan, Laguna. According to John
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DoH experts study merit of second booster shot
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Lacson: Weigh social
costs of e-sabong before
regulation
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Gonzales: Philippines
should join ways to
reduce conflict level...

OFWs brave cold, heat to
get DFA-certified papers
Like many Filipinos, Emily Austria has
decided to brave working abroad where

promises of job opportunities and
higher salaries await her. But her goal of
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Isko: How can gov't
collect unpaid taxes from
its president?
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Philippines logs 407 new
COVID-19 cases, active
tally at over 44K

The Philippines on Wednesday recorded
407 new COVID-19 cases, a little more
than a hundred than the 290 recorded
the day before. The new cases brought
the country's active case count to
44,597, according to the Department of
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