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The government's Covid-19 Vaccine Expert Panel (VEP) said that it is awaiting data to determine the efficacy of a second
booster shot to senior citizens and immunocompromised persons.

VEP chairman and microbiologist Dr. Nina Gloriani said the efficacy of the third shot, or the first booster dose, decreases over
time among high risk individuals but not as much in healthy adults.

"We would observe its effect on the immunocompromised and the elderly who could have a weaker immune system that's
why we are recommending a fourth dose," Gloriani said in a briefing.

The VEP previously recommended to the Department of Health (DoH) the administration of booster shots to high risk groups
such as senior citizens and immunocompromised individuals.

Gloriani added that the main focus right now is to administer the first booster shot to all adults rather than the administration
of a second booster dose to high risk groups.

"It is clear based on data that a first booster dose will increase protection especially against variants of concern, that is why we
have to study the data if the second booster should be recommended to high risk population," she said.

In a media briefing on Tuesday, Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire said that the DoH All-Experts Group was
studying the VEP recommendation for possible modification of emergency use authorization for the administration of the
second booster shot.

Gloriani said that only four vaccines, namely, Pfizer-BioNTech Comirnaty, Moderna Spikevax, AstraZeneca Vaxzevria and the
Janssen, have sufficient data to be considered for use as a second booster dose.
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Many ‘auditioning’ for
post in Marcos Jr.
Cabinet, says Imee
Senator Imee Marcos on Thursday said
a number have expressed interest to be
part of the Cabinet of his brother,
presidential candidate Ferdinand
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr., in case he wins
the 2022 elections. At the Pandesal
Forum, Imee said that some of them did
not want to serve the government but
are now volunteering to help Marcos.
“Sasabihin ko ang totoo ang dami-dami
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Madeleine Albright, 1st
female US secretary of
state, dies
WASHINGTON, D.C.: Madeleine Albright,
a child refugee from Nazi- and then
Soviet-dominated Eastern Europe who
rose to become the first female
secretary of state and a mentor to many
current and former American statesmen
and women, died Wednesday of cancer,
her family said. She was 84. A lifelong
Democrat who nonetheless worked to
bring Republicans into her orbit
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Presidential candidate and former
Foreign Affairs undersecretary Ernesto
Abella on Thursday said he would push
for the establishment of a National
Volunteer Corps for Filipinos ages 18 to
35 to encourage them to volunteer in
communities. During Go Negosyo and
One News' KandidaTalks, Abella
emphasized his plan to form a resilient

The Commission o
on Thursday said 8
that will be used fo
have already been 
we are able to prin
of the 67,442,616 b
using in the 2022 n
elections,” Comele
George Garcia said

Lacson: Next admin
should continue giving
out ‘ayuda’ amid fuel…


GMA News Online

Alvarez apologizes to
Leni, says support is fight
vs dictatorship


GMA News Online

Año on the use of LGU
vehicles for campaign
rallies: Bawal ‘yan
The Department of the Interior and
Local Government (DILG) on Thursday
said it has received reports that some
vehicles of local government units are
being used for campaign rallies for 2022
elections. Interviewed on Super Radyo
dzBB, Interior Secretary Eduardo Año
pointed out the resources of the
government including manpower,
material and financial should not be
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Año: More troops to be
deployed in 40 to 50
areas as local election…
Interior and Local Government Secretary
Eduardo Año on Thursday said more
government troops will be deployed in
40 to 50 areas across the country as the
campaign for local elections is set to
start on Friday. Interviewed on Super
Radyo dzBB, Año added these areas
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were spread in Luzon, Visayas, and
Mindanao. “As far as we know, nasa
more or less 40 to 50 lang naman itong
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Comelec to review
contract with Smartmatic
amid alleged security…
The Commission on Elections (Comelec)
on Thursday said it will review its
contract with Smartmatic Inc. after an
alleged security breach on the system of
the service provider for the 2022
l i “Di h d f h
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Carpio urges BIR to file
criminal raps vs. Marcoses
Retired Supreme Court (SC) Senior
Associate Justice Antonio Carpio on
Thursday called on the Bureau of
Internal Revenue (BIR) to file criminal
cases against the Marcos family for
“willfully” refusing to pay their tax
liability amounting to P203 819 billion
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OFWs brave cold, heat to
get DFA-certified papers
Like many Filipinos, Emily Austria has
decided to brave working abroad where
promises of job opportunities and
higher salaries await her. But her goal of
providing for her family's needs had to
pause for another day after the
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA)
announced she did not make it to the
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Bleeding, head trauma
caused RR Rabutazo's
'hazing' death
Eighteen-year-old Tau Gamma Phi
neophyte RR Rabutazo succumbed to
subdural hemorrhage after he was hit
by a blunt object on the head after
initiation rites held on Sunday in
Kalayaan, Laguna. According to John
Consulta's report on "24 Oras", the
medico legal report indicated that the
Grade 12 student suffered subdural
hemorrhage secondary to blunt head
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Philippines logs 407 new
COVID-19 cases, active
tally at over 44K
The Philippines on Wednesday recorded
407 new COVID-19 cases, a little more
than a hundred than the 290 recorded
the day before. The new cases brought
the country's active case count to
44,597, according to the Department of
Health (DOH)’s latest bulletin posted on
its website. The nationwide COVID-19
tally is now 3,675,384. The DOH said a
total of 3 572 224 patients recovered
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19 for senior citizens, immunocompromised
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