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ANKARA – There is no evidence so far concerning the transmissibility or severity of the new Omicron strain of
the coronavirus, the World Health Organization (WHO) said Sunday.

"It is not yet clear whether Omicron is more transmissible (e.g., more easily spread from person to person)
compared to other variants, including Delta," the organization said in a statement.

The WHO said the increasing number of people testing positive and the rate of hospitalization in South Africa,
where the new variant was first reported and thought to have originated, do not necessarily mean higher
transmissibility or severity rates of the strain, noting "this may be due to increasing overall numbers of people
becoming infected rather than a result of specific infection with Omicron."

"There is currently no information to suggest that symptoms associated with Omicron are different from those
from other variants," the statement added.

Based on limited information, the WHO also warned that people who have previously had Covid-19 could
become re-infected more easily with Omicron as compared to other variants of concern, pointing out the need for
more studies on the strain to better understand it.

While studies are underway to discover the effectiveness of Covid-19 vaccines and the current tests on the new
variant, the medication used in the treatment of the coronavirus can still be effective in the treatment of Omicron,
it added. (Anadolu)

Related Stories

Americans urged to get vaxxed as 1st Omicron case detected in US
WHO special session seeks 'pandemic treaty' amid Omicron concerns
World closes doors to African countries due to Omicron
193 countries adopt 1st global agreement on Ethics of AI
Filipino fishermen saved by Vietnamese boat, islanders
Impoverished Afghans plead for bread in front of bakeries
UN warns Tigray conflict threatening to consume Ethiopia's future
Historic pledges, youth climate activism mark 1st week of COP26
Yahoo exits China citing 'challenging' business environment
Oxford dictionary names ‘vax’ as word of year

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1161576
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1161382
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1161347
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1161070
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1159382
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1159259
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1159193
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1159017
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1158617
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1158449


12/2/21, 9:31 PM No evidence on higher transmissibility of Omicron variant: WHO | Philippine News Agency

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1161203 3/3

 The Philippine News Agency is a web-based newswire service of
the Philippine government under the supervision of the News and Information Bureau (NIB) of the Presidential
Communications Office (PCO).

Government Links

Office of the President
Office of the Vice President
Senate of the Philippines
House of Representatives
Supreme Court
Presidential Communications Operations Office

Copyright 2021 Philippine News Agency. Privacy Policy | Terms of Use

http://president.gov.ph/
http://ovp.gov.ph/
https://www.senate.gov.ph/
http://www.congress.gov.ph/
http://sc.judiciary.gov.ph/
https://pcoo.gov.ph/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/terms

