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A nurse in Athens, Ohio, loads a syringe with a Covid-19 vaccine on March 9, 2021.

(CNN) — An Ohio man says he will not get vaccinated despite a judge ordering him to get a Covid-19 vaccine
shot as a condition of his probation.

Judge Christopher Wagner ordered defendant Brandon Rutherford to get vaccinated within 60 days of his
court appearance August 4 or face jail time, Rutherford's attorney, Carl Lewis, told CNN on Sunday.

Wagner said in a written statement to CNN that his role in the court is to "rehabilitate the defendant and protect
the community."

"I'm not taking the vaccine," Rutherford told CNN.

Rutherford said he was "kind of shocked" when the judge told him he had to get vaccinated as a condition of
his probation. He said he wore a mask to court because he's unvaccinated. While masks are not required at
the Hamilton County Courthouse, non-vaccinated individuals are encouraged to mask up inside, the court's
website shows.

"This defendant was in possession of fentanyl, which is deadlier than the vaccine and COVID 19," Wagner said.
"The defendant expressed no objection during the proceedings and stated no medical concerns, and his
attorney did not object."

It isn't uncommon for judges to make decisions to protect a defendant's health, Wagner added, which can
include ordering various health treatments.

Lewis said that they are going to wait until the 60 days are up to see what the judge does before requesting a
hearing or filing any opposition to the order. This is the first time he's heard of a person being ordered to get
the vaccine as a condition of their probation, he added.

Rutherford was sentenced to two years' probation for possession of fentanyl, court records show.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/08/us/judge-ordered-man-covid-vaccine-probation/index.html 1/2


https://edition.cnn.com/profiles/amanda-watts
https://edition.cnn.com/
https://edition.cnn.com/us

9/5/21, 11:54 AM

B

A judge ordered a man to get a covid vaccine as condition of his probation - CNN

Search CNN...

World
US Politics
Business
Health
Entertainment
Tech
Style
Travel
Sports
Videos
Features
Weather

More

= -

FOLLOW CNN

Terms of Use  Privacy Policy Accessibility & CC  AdChoices

Advertise with us

CNN Store

Newsletters Transcripts License Footage

About Us

Modern Slavery Act Statement

CNN Newsource Sitemap

© 2021 Cable News Network. A Warner Media Company. All Rights Reserved.

https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/08/us/judge-ordered-man-covid-vaccine-probation/index.html

CNN Sans ™ & © 2016 Cable News Network.

212


https://edition.cnn.com/world
https://edition.cnn.com/politics
https://edition.cnn.com/business
https://edition.cnn.com/health
https://edition.cnn.com/entertainment
https://edition.cnn.com/business/tech
https://edition.cnn.com/style
https://edition.cnn.com/travel
https://edition.cnn.com/sport
https://edition.cnn.com/videos
https://edition.cnn.com/specials
https://edition.cnn.com/weather
https://edition.cnn.com/more
https://edition.cnn.com/
https://edition.cnn.com/us
https://facebook.com/cnninternational
https://twitter.com/cnni
https://instagram.com/cnn
https://edition.cnn.com/terms
https://edition.cnn.com/privacy
https://edition.cnn.com/accessibility
https://edition.cnn.com/about
https://edition.cnn.com/msa
https://commercial.cnn.com/
https://store.cnn.com/
https://edition.cnn.com/newsletters
https://edition.cnn.com/transcripts
https://edition.cnn.com/collection
http://cnnnewsource.com/
https://www.cnn.com/sitemap.html
https://edition.cnn.com/
https://edition.cnn.com/us

