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OPINION  

Sen. Rand Paul: Mask mandates and lockdowns from
petty tyrants? No, not again. Choose freedom
Resist. They can’t arrest us all. They can’t keep all your kids home from school

 

     

Resist. 

They can’t arrest us all. They can’t keep all your kids home from school. They can’t keep every
government building closed – although I’ve got a long list of ones they should.

We don’t have to accept the mandates, lockdowns, and harmful policies of the petty tyrants and
feckless bureaucrats. We can simply say no, not again. 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi — you will not arrest or stop me or anyone on my staff from doing our
jobs. We have all either had COVID, had the vaccine, or been offered the vaccine. We will make
our own health choices. We will not show you a passport, we will not wear a mask, we will not be
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forced into random screening and testing so you can continue your drunk with power rein over
the Capitol. 

CHICAGO MAYOR LIGHTFOOT RECOMMENDING CORONAVIRUS MASKS FOR RESIDENTS
OVER 2, REGARDLESS OF VACCINATIONS

President Biden — we will not accept your agencies’ mandates or your reported moves toward a
lockdown. No one should follow the CDC’s anti-science mask mandates. And if you want to
shutdown federal agencies again — some of which aren’t even back to work fully — I will stop
every bill coming through the Senate with an amendment to cut their funding if they don’t come
to work. 

No more.

Local bureaucrats and union bosses — we will not allow you to do more harm to our children
again this year. Children are not at any more risk from COVID than they are for the seasonal flu.
Every adult who works in schools has either had the vaccine or had their chance to. There is no
reason for mask mandates, part time schools, or any lockdown measures.

BIDEN SAYS AMERICANS SHOULD EXPECT MORE COVID RESTRICTIONS

Children are falling behind in school, and are being harmed physically and psychologically by the
tactics you have used to keep them from the classroom last year. We won’t allow it again.

https://www.foxnews.com/us/chicago-mayor-lightfoot-coronavirus-masks-residents-over-2
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If a school system attempts to keep the children from full-time, in-person school, I will hold up
every bill with two amendments. One to defund them, and another to allow parents the choice of
where the money goes for their child’s education.

RAND PAUL HITS NIH DIRECTOR FOR MASK-AT-HOME COMMENTS: HOW CAN PEOPLE WHO
ARE SO SMART SAY SUCH STUPID THINGS?

Do I sound fed up to you? That’s because I am. 

I’m not a career politician. I’ve practiced medicine for 33 years. I graduated from Duke Medical
School, worked in emergency rooms, studied immunology and virology, and ultimately chose to
become a surgeon. 

 We are at a moment of truth and a crossroads. Will we allow
these people to use fear and propaganda to do further harm
to our society, economy, and children?

I have been telling everyone for a year now that Dr. Anthony Fauci and other public health
officials were NOT following science, and I’ve been proven right time and time again. 

CLICK HERE TO GET THE OPINION NEWSLETTER

But I’m not the only one who is fed up. I can’t go anywhere these days — from work, to events, to
airports and Ubers, restaurants and stores, without people coming up to me thanking me for
standing up for them.

For standing up for actual science. For standing up for freedom. For standing against mandates,
lockdowns, and bureaucratic power grabs.
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I think the tide has turned, and more and more people are willing to stand up. I see stories from
across the country of parents standing up to teacher unions and school boards.

I see members of Congress refusing to comply with Petty Tyrant Pelosi. 

CLICK HERE TO GET THE FOX NEWS APP

We are at a moment of truth and a crossroads. Will we allow these people to use fear and
propaganda to do further harm to our society, economy, and children?


Or will we stand together and say, absolutely not. Not this time. I choose freedom. 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE FROM SEN. RAND PAUL

Republican Rand Paul represents Kentucky in the United States Senate. He is the author of
"The Case Against Socialism" (Broadside Books, October 15, 2019).

Sen. Mike Braun: Biden, Dems are building an

inflation bomb. Republicans must not help them

light the fuse

Greg Gutfeld: Our challenge isn't simply COVID,

but overcoming those who politicize it to divide

US

Conversation 1.4K Comments

What do you think?

Sort by Best

JonathanLB · 4 August, 2021

https://www.foxnews.com/apps-products
https://www.foxnews.com/category/person/rand-paul
https://nation.foxnews.com/?cmpid=org=NAT::ag=owned::mc=FNC_display::src=FNC_web::cmp=Evergreen::add=Streaming2021CommentBannerFNC_Comments_Platform&utm_source=FNC_display&utm_medium=FNC_web&utm_campaign=Evergreen&utm_content=Streaming2021CommentBannerFNC_Comments_Platform
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/biden-democrats-inflation-republicans-fuse-sen-mike-braun
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/greg-gutfeld-challenge-covid-politicize-us


8/14/2021 Sen. Rand Paul: Mask mandates and lockdowns from petty tyrants? No, not again. Choose freedom | Fox News

https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/mask-mandates-lockdown-choose-freedom-sen-rand-paul?spot_im_scroll_to_comments=true&spot_im_highli… 5/18

Amen! He’s my favorite politician especially now, because he can literally say he 
knows the science. I’ve read all of the science, most of what they’re pushing is the 
literal opposite of what science and data says.

Reply 457 37rabbit70 · 5 August, 2021
Replying to JonathanLB

"He knows the science??"  Paul is a trained ophthalmologist.  I would expect he 
knows virtually nothing about epidemiology, virology and bio-statistics.  Similarly, I 
happen to be a well-regarded international trade lawyer with impeccable 
credentials- what I know about real estate transactions or family law could fit in a 
thimble.  While Paul opposes laws and "mandates" that try to protect us from 
dangerous neighbors, I wonder how he would feel about allowing our neighbors 
to tackle us while we're out on our lawn and breaking our ribs?- do you think he'd 
like to give that kind of "freedom" to people who endanger us?

Reply 57 453

J JWright5989 · 5 August, 2021
Replying to rabbit70

An argument from authority is not a valid argument. You don't have to be a 
virologist to understand how a virus works. You just have to be able to read 
and understand. I am not a lawyer but I can certainly read a law book and 
understand a law. So don't assume that a person's degree or title precludes 
them from understanding an issue.

Reply 103 12

FooBar9K · 5 August, 2021
Replying to JWright5989

Also, pointing out a fallacy in the challenge of Rand Paul's credibility, doesn't 
make Rand Paul credible. 


Rand Paul's views are inconsistent with the majority of medical community 
that which he is no longer part.

Reply 6 45

HairyLegs/CornPop2020 · 6 August, 2021
Replying to FooBar9K

LOL. Rand is still licensed and performs free surgeries to less fortunate 
people when he is home. Do some research please.

Reply 11 1

This comment violated our policy.

1 reply

J JWright5989 · 5 August, 2021

You literally just said " I would expect he knows virtually nothing about 
epidemiology, virology and bio-statistics" in response to someone said he 
knows science.  Please explain how that is not an argument from 
authority. How do you fit into your Ford Focus with your head that big?

Reply 39 4
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1 reply

N NavVet696 · 5 August, 2021

Replying to rabbit70

Ophthalmologists, unlike optometrists, have an MD degree aside from the 
specialty area. He would have a good deal of knowledge about viruses and 
their effects. My respect for "epidemiologists" over the past year and a half has 
declined dramatically because they apparently cannot see the forest for the 
trees. And Fauci in particular is not just biased, but complicit in at least one 
way regarding this virus. I would trust you in real estate more than I would 
trust Fauci in this virus.

Reply 73 6

rabbit70 · 5 August, 2021
Replying to NavVet696

Thanks, I'll be happy to represent you in your next home purchase.  But having 
an M.D. degree does not a virologist make!  (I'm quoting Shakespeare here.)  In 
professional circles it would constitute malpractice to hire Rand Paul for 
anything involving virology, immunology, epidemiology, infectious disease or 
really anything involving Covid.  You could just as well hire Ilhan Omar.

Reply 2 27

1 reply

N NavVet696 · 5 August, 2021
Replying to rabbit70

I could hire Ilhan Omar if I wanted to fund a terrorist. I think your 
Shakespeare is a bit rusty. And I trust Dr. Paul can read a medical journal 
article better than you or I and determine whether the results make sense. 
At least I trust him a thousand percent more than that lying Fauci.

Reply 34 1

M MRD2000 · 5 August, 2021
Replying to NavVet696

He can't even get properly licensed.  He had to create his own phony licensing 
board staffed by family members using an open book take home test he wrote 
himself to license himself.

Reply 3 16

N NavVet696 · 5 August, 2021
Replying to MRD2000

That's quite an accusation. I assume you have proof, citations and all of 
that. I do wonder if Baylor University and Duke University School of 
Medicine would agree with you. (Edited)

Reply 8

D dwightmann408 · 5 August, 2021
Replying to rabbit70
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The Scientific Method is a process where a SCIENTIST collects and interprets 
data to reach a conclusion. That data and conclusion is then shared with other 
SCIENTISTS who then agree or disagree. They might even collect more data as 
needed. That is called PEER REVIEW. Prohibiting questions is NOT science, it is 
politics. Most high school students know this, they do not need to be a 
specialist to know this fact. Only a fool would follow the medical advice of 
somebody who does not even know the difference between a male and 
female.

Reply 59 5Deeyablo · 5 August, 2021
Replying to dwightmann408

Okay.  And Rand Paul is making decisions contrary to study data, directly 
counter to good science.  So, by your metric, we should discount Rand's 
opinion.  Thank you for providing that stellar clarification.

Reply 16

D defensor_ueritatis · 5 August, 2021
Replying to dwightmann408

So post the scientific data that supports anything rand says. You can't because 
there is none.

Reply 3 29

savagetroy212 · 5 August, 2021
Replying to defensor_ueritatis

Please tell us which thing he said that is false and we will show you the 
statistics and CDC info proving he is correct

Reply 12 1

D defensor_ueritatis · 5 August, 2021
Replying to savagetroy212

He purposefully mis defines "gain of function" so he can shift blame 
for the virus. He spreads lies and dis-information on masks, distancing 
and vaccines. CAn go on but you should get the point.

Reply 9

D dconnor5357 · 5 August, 2021
Replying to rabbit70

Being a little dramatic with the dangerous neighbor stuff eh bucko? This is a 
virus with an extremely high survivability rate, questionable at best numbers. 
What of those who have already had it or those who may never get it? As with 
any virus these factors exist. You can't assume your dangerous neighbors 
aren't one of these. Not to mention those that have health conditions that 
warrant not getting a vaccine. We can't pretend to know their situations. I don't 
question the science just the validity. What I never question is the Freedom of 
choice, including yours. I would never call you dangerous because you made 
your choices and you may think they're the right ones but someone else might 
not think so. Imagine the roles reversed. Stop with the self righteousness. The 
flip flopping is dizzying from those in authority.

Reply 47 7
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D defensor_ueritatis · 5 August, 2021

Replying to dconnor5357

Actually, other than the chance of dying unnecessarily, the real risk is in  
permanent lung, heart, Kidney or neurological damage and significantly 
increased risk of heart attack or stroke. These may be as high as 30% of those 
that were infected, and it does not matter if you were symptomatic or not. 
That does not count the long haulers either.


Your freedom of choice ends when you put other lives at risk.

Reply 10 71

1 reply

J JWright5989 · 5 August, 2021
Replying to defensor_ueritatis

If someone does not want to be vaccinated, then they assume their own 
risk. My freedom of choice to take the vaccine is my own decision and risk. 
They are putting themselves at risk and it is their life at risk. I am not going 
to sacrifice because they don't want to be vaccinated. So my freedom of 
choice does not end when they have put their own lives at risk.

Reply 16 2

X xyzxyzxzy · 5 August, 2021
Replying to defensor_ueritatis

It seems to me any lives being put at risk at this point are from people who 
have exercised their power of choice and not gotten vaccinated. Thats on 
them not society.

Reply 8 2

D defensor_ueritatis · 6 August, 2021
Replying to xyzxyzxzy

Except they put others at risk, and they have no right to do so.
In addition, every new infection gives chance to a new mutation that is 
far worse and not covered by the vaccines, putting everyone in the 
wold at risk.

Reply 1 2

HairyLegs/CornPop2020 · 5 August, 2021
Replying to defensor_ueritatis

People are contracting the virus that have been jabbed just like the 
nonjabbed. So who is putting who in danger?

Reply 18 1

D defensor_ueritatis · 5 August, 2021
Replying to HairyLegs/CornPop2020

99.9% of those getting infected did not get vaccinated. And, yes, those 
that were responsible and got a jab to protect themselves and others 
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are still at risk due to those who refuse to do the right thing. That is 
exactly the point.

Reply 4 32

X xyzxyzxzy · 5 August, 2021
Replying to defensor_ueritatis

Wait, you are saying 99.9% of those getting infected did not have 
the vaccine AND even if you did get the vaccine you are still at risk. 
I'm not sure thats a good endorsement for the vaccine. The 
percentage of people who were vaccinated that have  had break 
though is 0.004%. I think the risk is pretty low. Anyone who wants 
the vaccine can have one. If they choose not to, its on them. I've 
had mine, I don't want to wear a mask because of their choices 
and I am not all that worried given the stats about them infecting 
me. This is politicized hysteria.

Reply 11 1

D defensor_ueritatis · 2 days ago
Replying to xyzxyzxzy

0.0004% is a made up number. The current data suggests just 
under 1% and so those not vaccinated and or wearing masks 
put peoples lives at risk. This also does not count children who 
are not vaccinated like children or people with certain 
conditions. As evidence compiles we see that kids with 
asymptomatic or mild symptoms may also have long term 
health issues and or permanent damage.

Your liberties are not more important than others right to life.

Reply

1 reply

TheodG · 5 August, 2021
Replying to defensor_ueritatis

Your hubris in thinking you get to decide where my freedom ends for me 
or anyone else, ends at the end of your nose pal! (Edited)

Reply 20 2

savagetroy212 · 5 August, 2021
Replying to defensor_ueritatis

So get vaccinated and shut up

Reply 5 1

robertskeeter699 · 5 August, 2021
Replying to savagetroy212

dem lib sheep..

Reply 3

thetired · 5 August, 2021
Replying to rabbit70
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p y g

His neighbor did have the freedom to tackle him and he had the freedom to 
legally respond with the laws protecting him from assault on his side.  He’s 
lucky he wasn’t killed.  I don’t see Rand Paul trying to exhibit his will over voters 
with no laws saying he has the power to.

Reply 9 1

1 reply

alltheworldisastage · 5 August, 2021
Replying to rabbit70

Paul specializes in cataract and glaucoma surgeries, LASIK procedures, and 
corneal transplants. As a member of the Bowling Green Noon Lions Club, Paul 
founded the Southern Kentucky Lions Eye Clinic in 2009 to help provide eye 
surgery and exams for those who cannot afford to pay.  Paul won the Melvin 
Jones Fellow Award for Dedicated Humanitarian Services from the Lions Club 
International Foundation for his work establishing the Southern Kentucky 
Lions Eye Clinic.


BTW - I would expect he knows more about epidemiology, virology and bio-
statistics then you know about real estate transactions or family law.  As you 
freely admit, your knowledge "could fit in a thimble."


Thanks for posting. 😘 (Edited)

Reply 29 7

F Followernotafan · 5 August, 2021
Replying to rabbit70

You say as an ophthalmologist, Dr/Sen Paul knows nothing about . . .  I 
certainly will take his opinion over yours any day.

Reply 18 5

J jackz · 5 August, 2021
Replying to rabbit70

Based on the "analogy" you just proposed...I highly doubt you are any kind of 
attorney...except a bad one.

Reply 29 6

A allenrobert · 5 August, 2021
Replying to rabbit70

Why do you need to be tackled and your ribs broke?or how about a mandate 
against shysters like you ?

Reply 29 5

savagetroy212 · 5 August, 2021
Replying to rabbit70

Take the vaccine if you are afraid and shut up. He is obviously much smarter 
than you. You are obviously an ignorant coward making fear based emotional 
arguments. If you are scared then hide under your bed while the rest of us get 
to living.

Reply 13 3
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Show 6 more replies

sirarthur1 · 5 August, 2021

Replying to rabbit70

You don't read well - You didn't pick up on his background?

Reply 3 1

1 reply

S svincent56691 · 5 August, 2021
Replying to rabbit70

go hide in your mommy's basement

Reply 16 4

P PFC · 10 August, 2021
Replying to rabbit70

Guess you missed the part where he said he graduated from Duke Medical 
and studied immunology and virology....

Reply 1 1

WaltDet · 6 August, 2021
Replying to rabbit70

You do know the best scientists agree with Dr. Rand Paul, right? 

Or do you only know the lies fed over and over by the people who get it wrong 
and continue to lie? I'm bet you believe the pathological liar and illicit funder of 
the Wuhan bioweapon, Dr. Fallacy.

Reply 3 2

JSC3716 · 6 August, 2021
Replying to rabbit70

Perhaps you're just not very bright, after all you're a Lawyer, you have no 
useful skills but lying.

Reply 1 1

5 replies

yDraigGoch · 5 August, 2021
Replying to JonathanLB

Where specifically did you get your "science" from?


I get mine from CELL, LANCET, NATURE, SCIENCE where most research is 
presented in extraordinary detail, including references and bibliographies.


Probably WAY beyond your educational level.

Reply 31 193

L lsk972 · 4 August, 2021

The government doesn't have to mandate the vaccines.  They've managed to 
convince the companies & organizations that employ us to carry their water for them.  
No vaccine, no job = no choice.

Reply 73 5
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Show 1 more reply

C caird · 4 August, 2021

Replying to lsk972

I wish my company would mandate the vaccine.  I doubt there are many anti-
vaxers kicking around but they should keep to themselves if they're unwilling to 
take the safety of others seriously.

Reply 20 96

Show 9 more replies

Apoxyomenos · 4 August, 2021

Until the shot is fully approved nobody is required to get one.

If the shot is safe, the FDA needs to guarantee that all who are adversely affected will 
be compensated.

Reply 279 28

2 replies

K kjhazlett · 4 August, 2021
Replying to Apoxyomenos

The FDA can't 'guarantee anything'. That wasn't how or why it was created. It was 
to oversee and regulate food and drugs. Prior to its creation there was no 
consumer protection of either food or drugs. Manufacturers and producers simply 
created whatever they wanted to try and profit from.

Reply 57 10

5 replies

Nick575 · 4 August, 2021
Replying to Apoxyomenos

Nobody is required to get one, but they are trying to make our lives hell if we don't 
get the shot.  My job requires everyone to wear masks whether you have the 
vaccine or not.  Pure insanity.

Reply 165 17

I ImpeachTraitorBiden · 4 August, 2021

I do believe I remember Obama saying something similar? If it was not him, then it 
was the Democrats and probably Pelosi. I do specifically remember them saying 
something to that effect, no I cannot remember to what situation it applied. And I 
certainly agree with Rand Paul. I am wearing my mask by choice when shopping but 
that's it. It's amazing my little church of about 30 to 35 people has not seen a single 
case of coronavirus without wearing masks, social distancing and we sing and shout 
and praise God. Perhaps that's one of the benefits of God inhabiting the praises of his 
people. 

Isn't it interesting that all the states that had the lockdown saw most cases of 
coronavirus by confining people into close quarters where there were groups of 
people getting together at one another's houses, the virus spread.

This is nothing more than the beginning of 2020 which is the modern version of 
George Orwell's 1984. We should all be very concerned people. The Mark of the beast 
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Show 2 more replies

is coming. Without it we will not be able to sell, buy, trade, travel, and so forth. The 
hand writing is on the wall and no I'm not some fanatic here. (Edited)

Reply 212 29

1 reply

PleaseDogood · 4 August, 2021
Replying to ImpeachTraitorBiden

Lockdowns don't work.  Ask any doctor, if we truly isolate from each other for two 
weeks, we'd be free of the cold, flu, and other viruses.  But the problem is, 
lockdowns don't work because too many people depend on interaction with 
others to live, and can't isolate even if everyone tried.   


The right approach to pandemics is to inform the public, and let business owners 
decide what safety protocols they'll (and customers and employees) use at their 
property and let the market figure it out.  The government can of course, set their 
own safety protocols for government employees and those meeting them.  Look 
at it now: government employees and contractors are pushing back against these 
mandates, so why should we follow them?

Reply 93 16

Show 1 more reply

bloodman14 · 5 August, 2021

Sen. Paul, we would need to do this en masse to make this work. We would need to 
do this in a public place, risk arrest as individuals, and put our jobs on the line (I work 
in healthcare). "We, The People" need to stand as one for this to be successful.

Reply 41 3

1 reply

U unasked · 6 August, 2021
Replying to bloodman14

No. 

Waiting for others to exercise their rights is a loss.

Each person must acknowledge the rights they already have, and be determined 
to suffer the consequences of exercising them.

Reply 3

M MargoK735 · 8 August, 2021
Replying to bloodman14

We should stand as one however, Father Sues Canadian Government Forcing 
Them To Prove Everyone Is Going To Die - Wins Face Mask Battle. The article was 
posted on Rumble. 

He didn’t wait for others to exercise their rights. He just went out and fought it. 
The same can be done for those fighting vaccine mandate/passports. 

Reply 3

bi d
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Show 4 more replies

rbimd · 4 August, 2021

So many people are under the illusion that masks protect the wearer from 

infection. This is because our leaders and scientists have so poorly 

explained it. Masks stop the wearer from spreading respiratory droplets 

containing "germs" (viruses, bacteria) to surfaces where others can 

touch and spread them to their faces (esp. mouth, eyes). Masks do not 

"filter" out viruses from the air and protect the wearer (unless you 

wear a full-face CM-6M). HANDWASHING is more important than masks in 
stopping the acquisition of COVID infection so why is it NEVER mentioned...See more

Reply 155 21

1 reply

M marlinguidegun · 4 August, 2021
Replying to rbimd

That was the belief early on, but this is an airborne virus, surfaces are much less 
important vectors. Or so they say. I'm not prepared to say that you are wrong 
because we continue to learn.

Reply 20 1

5 replies

K kjhazlett · 4 August, 2021
Replying to rbimd

Aren't the 'germs' 1 micron while the masks are designed to stop 3 microns? 
These masks aren't stopping anything. In fact, I heard an explanation by a 45 yr 
FBI mechanical engineer who likened this 'mask' fixation to 'shooting marbles' 
through a chain link fence. The fence doesn't stop the marbles and the mask 
doesn't stop germs. Also, unlike the one way air flow of HVAC filters, a mask deals 
with 2 way airflow-inhale/exhale-allowing germs to build up on the actual mask 
and then are transferred to the wearer and anyone in close proximity to the 
wearer.

Reply 81 10

2 replies

dogtown1638 · 4 August, 2021

Where are the other 49 GOP Senators on this??  The 200+ GOP reps?  Why aren't they 
speaking out?   We know the Dems are power hungry and anti-science, but the rest of 
the GOP should be piling onto Senator Paul's message. 


Resist. Resist every hour of every day. If your child's school requires mask, don't let 
them. Fight it.  If your company requires a vaccine or a mask, leave it.  There are 
plenty of jobs out there.  


I won't comply with any of this.  Period.

Reply 216 30
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corym123 · 5 August, 2021

Here's my biggest problem with so-called vaccine passports.  The problem is that the 
authoritarians - even if they get their way and impose these passports nationwide -   
will still likely require masks and other restrictions - because (you guessed it!) even 
the fully vaccinated are dangerous.   NOTHING  WILL EVER  BE ENOUGH.

Reply 14 1

1 reply

B bigdave67560 · 6 August, 2021
Replying to corym123

It will never end it's about gaining total control over the population

Reply 6 1

1 reply

blankho · 4 August, 2021

We are being micromanaged by people with OCD who think they are smart but have 
proven over and over they are wrong.  Science changes over time but when it flip 
flops it is not due to science.  It is science corrupted by politics.

Reply 150 10

G gopforequality · 5 August, 2021

The lockdowns last year are expected to kill about 900,000 people when all is said and 
done.  Masks are only about 1-3% effective at stopping transmission.  Republicans 
clearly handled the overall pandemic better than democrats last year.  While covid 
numbers were about the same, the GOP run states had a much better quality of life, 
education, emotional and physical health, and economic health.  Democrats need to 
let their insanity and fear mongering go and stop trying to prolong the pandemic for 
political reasons.

Reply 25 4

3 replies

thatChief · 5 August, 2021
Replying to gopforequality

You make a LOT of claims regarding metrics that are difficult to track chief. 


Would you care to share with the group where you got the data supporting the 
notion that "the GOP run states had a much better quality of life, education, 
emotional and physical health, and economic health"?


We will accept your silence as implicit confirmation that you have no such data to 
back up these claims.
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