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Santa Clara County Revises Official COVID-19
Death Toll Down by 22 Percent
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SAN JOSE (KPIX) — On Friday, Santa Clara County health leaders
announced adrop inits COVID-19 death toll by nearly a quarter
after it refined its approach in reporting the data.

The county reported that it had reviewed each COVID-19 fatality
and was only counting those whose cause of death was from the
virus and not those who tested positive for COVID-19 at the time of
death but did not necessarily die from the virus.

The new approach meant that the death toll dropped by 22%,
specifically from 2,201 to 1,696 deaths.

“Itis important to go back and do this accounting to see if COVID
was actually the cause of death,” said University of California San
Francisco Prof. of Medicine and Infectious Disease expert Dr.

https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/02/santa-clara-county-revises-covid-death-toll-down/

delivered right to your inbox!

Email address

MOST VIEWED

Magnitude 6 Earthquake Strikes
Eastern Sierra Nevada; Shaking Felt
In Bay Area

400-Pound Grizzly Bear Pulls Chico
Woman From Tent, Kills Her, At
Montana Campsite

Facing Removal From Mineta-SJ
Airport, Homeless Campers Moving
To Land Owned By Apple

Historic San Mateo 'Haunted House'

Hits the Peninsula Real Estate Market

Oakland Streets Erupt Into '12 Hours
Of Non-Stop Chaos'; Homicides,
Shootings, Sideshow Violence

'l Love My Home': Mountain View To
Begin Enforcing Ban On RV Street
Parking

San Jose Security Company Accused
Of Not Paying Workers While
Receiving Over $400K In PPP Loans

UPDATE: Smash-and-Grab Heist at
San Francisco Neiman Marcus
Another Retail Theft Red Flag

1/3


https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/reopening
http://www.facebook.com/CBSSanFrancisco
https://twitter.com/KPIXTV
https://www.youtube.com/user/CBSSanFrancisco
https://www.instagram.com/kpixtv/
https://www.reddit.com/user/cbsbayarea
https://www.linkedin.com/company/kpix-cbs5/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/08/earthquake-northern-california-bay-area-shaking-eastern-sierra/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/08/earthquake-northern-california-bay-area-shaking-eastern-sierra/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/08/bear-pulls-chico-woman-from-tent-kills-bear-attack-leah-davis-lokan-animals-campsite-in-montana/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/08/bear-pulls-chico-woman-from-tent-kills-bear-attack-leah-davis-lokan-animals-campsite-in-montana/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/06/facing-removal-from-mineta-sj-airport-homeless-encampment-on-apple-site-is-growing/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/06/facing-removal-from-mineta-sj-airport-homeless-encampment-on-apple-site-is-growing/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/07/historic-san-mateo-haunted-house-peninsula-real-estate-market/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/07/historic-san-mateo-haunted-house-peninsula-real-estate-market/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/07/oakland-july-4-sideshow-violence/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/07/oakland-july-4-sideshow-violence/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/06/i-love-my-home-mountain-view-to-begin-enforcing-ban-on-rv-street-parking/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/06/i-love-my-home-mountain-view-to-begin-enforcing-ban-on-rv-street-parking/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/08/san-jose-security-company-accused-not-paying-workers-while-receiving-ppp-loans/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/08/san-jose-security-company-accused-not-paying-workers-while-receiving-ppp-loans/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/06/update-smash-grab-heist-san-francisco-neiman-marcus-retail-theft-red-flag/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/06/update-smash-grab-heist-san-francisco-neiman-marcus-retail-theft-red-flag/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/07/07/broiler-fire-redwood-valley-mendocino-county-evacuations/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/personality/maria-medina
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/tag/coronavirus/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/tag/covid-19/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/tag/san-jose-news/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/tag/santa-clara-county/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/category/news/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/category/weather/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/category/sports/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/category/only-cbs
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/video/category/spoken-word-kpixtv/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/live/
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/category/weather/

7/9/2021 Santa Clara County Revises Official COVID-19 Death Toll Down by 22 Percent — CBS San Francisco
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Near Redwood Valley In Mendocino
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Monica Gandhi. “l think that transparent communication is an
upside, | mean, in the sense that it’s true that if we did this across
the nation, it would bring our death rate lower. A downside of that,

could be that people will say, ‘Well, it wasn'’t as serious as you said.” Santa Clara County Revises Official
CQVID-19 Death Toll Down by 22

ol Percent

=

The refined approach in Santa Clara County comes as county
officials try to figure out the true impact of the virus on the
community. Last month, Alameda County health leaders refined
their approach to reporting COVID-19 deaths as well and also
registered a drop in that county’s death toll by about a quarter.

“In the midst of everything COVID people were sort of putting
down that cause of death as COVID,” Gandhi said. “It is important to
go back and do this accounting to see if COVID was actually the
cause of death.”

Gandhi believes the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
may soon ask all counties to do the same as Alameda and Santa
Clara Counties and that the nation could also see adrop iniits
COVID-19 death toll.

She also said she believes the lower, newer numbers may actually
encourage people to get vaccinated.

“Because a lot of people have kind of said, ‘I've heard people are
dying anyway of COVID what’s the point?’ and it is very important
to say, ‘No, did they die of COVID or were they in the hospital for
something else and they died of that?” Gandhi said. “That helps
people say, ‘Oh, the risk of breakthrough infection is so low | want to
go ahead and get vaccinated. So | think it’s very good for vaccine
hesitancy.
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