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I
sra elis h a d ev ery rea so n  to  b e o ptim istic  – w e w ere th e fi rst c o u n try in  th e w o rld to

a c h iev e m a ss v a c c in a tio n  a g a in st Cov id-19 a n d,  th u s,  “ n o rm a lity ”  se em e d w ith in  rea c h .

A la s,  a  dig ita l v a c c in a tio n  I D c a lle d th e “ G re en  Pa ss”  w a s in tro du c e d a s a  prere q u isite fo r

re tu rn in g  to  n o rm a l life. Th e I sra eli M in istry  o f  H ea lth  u se d tw o  rea so n s to  ju stif y  th e n e e d

fo r th is G re en  Pa ss: fi rst,  to  en a ble a n d ex p e dite th e re o p en in g  o f  bu sin e sse s by c rea tin g  sa fe

“g re en  spa c e s”  o n ly  fo r v a c c in a te d in div idu a ls a n d,  se c o n d,  to  pre ssu re th o se h e sita tin g  to

g e t th e ja b.  

Th ea tre s,  p o ols,  sp o rts ev en ts,  ba rs a n d re sta u ra n ts w ere in stru c te d to  den y en tra n c e to

th o se n o t c a rryin g  a  G re en  Pa ss. I n  so m e pla c e s,  th ere a re de sig n a te d a rea s fo r th e

u n v a c c in a te d,  a n d “ v a c c in a te d o n ly ”  sig n s h a v e a pp ea re d ev en  o n  pu blic  sea ts a t th e Tel-

Av iv  b ea c h . I sra el n ow  h a s tw o  c la sse s o f  c itizen s,  th e u pp er v a c c in a te d a n d th e low er

u n v a c c in a te d. 

Th e G re en  Pa ss w a s pro m o te d w ith  a  c lea r m e ssa g e: g e ttin g  th e sh o t is th e rig h t c h o ic e.

Th o se w h o  refu se it a re im m o ra l,  th erefo re,  a n d exc lu din g  th em  is leg itim a te. Th e c a m pa ig n

to  pro m o te v a c c in a tio n  w a s o ften  sc ien tifi c a lly  in a c c u ra te a n d e th ic a lly  q u e stio n a ble,

ex a g g era tin g  th e da n g er p o se d by th e v iru s to  th e low e st risk  g ro u ps su c h  a s yo u n g ,  h ea lth y

stu den ts.
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Vaccine passports backfire - the case of Israel show s that

A s pro fe sso rs in  I sra el's m e dic a l sph ere,  w e'v e fo u n d pa sse s to  b e irre c o n c ila ble w ith  th e

ba sic  prin c iple s o f  th e m e dic a l pro fe ssio n
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A n  a tm o sph ere o f  in tolera n c e to ok  ov er. Co m pa n ie s a n n o u n c e d th a t u n v a c c in a te d sta ff

w o u ld b e fi re d. So m e u n iv ersitie s ba n n e d u n v a c c in a te d stu den ts fro m  in -p erso n  le c tu re s.

A n  e ste em e d re sea rc h er c o u ld n o t a tten d a  c o n feren c e th a t h e h a d h elp e d o rg a n ise

b e c a u se h e w a s n o t v a c c in a te d. Sc h o ol tea c h ers a re b ein g  pu blic ly  c o n dem n e d a n d fo rc e d

to  c ea se tea c h in g  u n til v a c c in a te d. Th o se w h o  c a n n o t b e v a c c in a te d fo r m e dic a l rea so n s

a re u n a ble to  re tu rn  to  th e n ew  “ n o rm a l”  life.

Th e c o erc iv e m ea su re s h a d a  pa ra do xic a l eff e c t. Tra ditio n a lly,  th e I sra eli pu blic  h a s a

rem a rk a bly  h ig h  a dh eren c e to  ro u tin e v a c c in a tio n s. H ow ev er,  th e h ea te d deba te rela te d to

th e G re en  Pa ss,  a lo n g  w ith  pu blic  sh a m in g ,  h a s le d to  re sen tm en t a n d a n g er. Th u s,  a

su bsta n tia lly  g rea ter n u m b er o f  yo u n g  I sra eli c itizen s,  w h o  w o u ld h a v e n ev er c o n sidere d

refu sin g  a  v a c c in e re c o m m en de d by th eir G P,  h a v e refu se d th e Cov id-19 sh o ts,  a n d a re

m o re a tten tiv e to  a n ti-v a c c in a tio n  ide olo g y,  w h ic h  m a y im p e de fu tu re v a c c in a tio n

a dh eren c e.

I t a lso  se em s a s if  so m e o f th e c o n spira c y th e o rists w eren ’t en tirely  w ro n g  – w ith  th e G re en

Pa ss yo u  do  g e t a  so rt o f  a  c h ip,  bu t in  th e fo rm  o f a  QR c o de th a t is sc a n n e d ea c h  tim e yo u

en ter a  de sig n a te d a rea  a n d is de sig n e d to  lin k  to  a  n a tio n a l da ta ba se. A  pro o f o f  I D is

re q u ire d to  v erif y  th e pa ssh older ’s iden tity,  v iola tin g  b o th  lo c a tio n -priv a c y a n d m e dic a l

c o n fi den tia lity.

Th ere is n o  ra tio n a l pu blic  h ea lth  c a se fo r th e G re en  Pa ss. Th e risk  o f  b ein g  in fe c te d w ith

SA RS-Cov -2 fro m  a n  in fe c te d to  a  v a c c in a te d in div idu a l is m in im a l,  a n d ev en  if  in fe c te d,

th e m o st pro ba ble c lin ic a l o u tc o m e fo r th e v a c c in a te d is a  v ery m ild self-lim itin g  disea se o r

ev en  a n  a sym pto m a tic  sta te.

Va c c in e effi c a c y in  prev en tin g  sev ere disea se is a lw a ys h ig h er th a n  its effi c a c y in

prev en tin g  in fe c tio n ,  sin c e in  o rder to  b e c o m e ill a  p erso n  m u st fi rst b e c o m e in fe c te d.

Th erefo re,  if  th e v a c c in e’s pro te c tiv e c a pa c ity  a g a in st a  disea se de c rea se s sig n ifi c a n tly,  fo r

ex a m ple du e to  a  n ew  re sista n t v a ria n t,  v a c c in a te d in div idu a ls w ill b e c o m e a s in fe c tio u s a s

th e u n v a c c in a te d. I n  o th er w o rds,  th ere is eith er n o  g ro u n d to  dista n c e u n v a c c in a te d fro m

v a c c in a te d,  o r th ere is g ro u n d to  dista n c e ev eryb o dy,  v a c c in a te d o r n o t.

I f  th ere is a n y th in g  th e U K sh o u ld lea rn  fro m  th e I sra eli ex p erim en t,  it is th a t v a c c in a tio n

pa sse s a re irre c o n c ila ble w ith  th e ba sic  prin c iple s o f  th e m e dic a l pro fe ssio n . Co erc io n  h a s

repla c e d a u to n o my,  pu n ish m en t h a s repla c e d c o m pa ssio n ,  c h e c k p o in ts h a v e repla c e d

c o n fi den tia lity,  seg reg a tio n  h a s repla c e d in c lu sio n . Lib era l fo rc e s fro m  Rig h t to  Left a re
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tryin g  to  rev erse th is c o u rse o f  ev en ts. Sev era l a pp ea ls h a v e b e en  su bm itte d to  th e I sra eli

su prem e c o u rt,  a ll a sk in g  to  de c la re th e G re en  Pa ss dispro p o rtio n a te.

Th e a rriv a l o f  v a c c in e s h a d th e p o ten tia l to  en d c o n trov ersia l m ea su re s je o pa rdisin g

in div idu a l rig h ts,  bu t w ith  Cov id pa sse s,  w e n ow  h a v e ye t a n o th er fi g h t o n  o u r h a n ds – fo r

m e dic a l e th ic s,  h u m a n  rig h ts a n d c o m m o n  sen se.

Riv k a  Ca r m i i s  a  p rofe ssor  of  m e d ic ine , a nd  p re sid e nt of  B e n-Gur ion U niv e rsity. Asa  Ka sh e r  i s

p rofe ssor  e m e r itu s of  p rofe ssiona l e th ics a nd  p h ilosop h y a t Te l Av iv  U niv e rsity. Eita n F r ie d m a n

i s a  p rofe ssor  of  m e d ic ine  a nd  c h a ir  of  th e  M ini str y of  H e a lth’s  Sup re m e  H e lsink i  Com m itte e .

Yo a v  Ye h e z k e lli  i s  a  sp e c ia li st  in inte r na l m e d ic ine  a nd  m e d ic a l m a na ge m e nt, a nd  a  le c ture r  a t

Te l Av iv  U niv e rsity. U d i  Qim ron i s  th e  h e a d  of  th e  D e p a rtm e nt of  Clinic a l I m m unolog y a nd

Clinic a l M ic rob iolog y a t Te l Av iv  U niv e rsity
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