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Lockdow n 'had no eff ect' on coronavirus pandemic in Germany

Sc ien tists a t M u n ic h  U n iv ersity  fo u n d G erm a n  in fe c tio n  ra te w a s a lrea dy fa llin g  b efo re

lo c k dow n  w a s im p o se d

B y Ju stin  Hu g g ler
BERLIN

3 June 2021 • 2:34pm

A  n ew  stu dy by G erm a n  sc ien tists c la im s to  h a v e fo u n d ev iden c e th a t lo c k dow n s m a y h a v e

h a d little eff e c t o n  c o n trollin g  th e c o ro n a v iru s pa n dem ic .
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Sta tistic ia n s a t M u n ic h  U n iv ersity  fo u n d “ n o  dire c t c o n n e c tio n ”  b e tw e en  th e G erm a n

lo c k dow n  a n d fa llin g  in fe c tio n  ra te s in  th e c o u n try.

I n stea d,  th e stu dy fo u n d in fe c tio n  ra te s h a d a lrea dy c lea rly  b eg u n  to  fa ll b efo re a  n a tio n a l

lo c k dow n  w a s im p o se d la st N ov em b er.

I t a lso  fo u n d c lea r ev iden c e th e ra te w a s a lrea dy fa llin g  o n  th e tw o  o c c a sio n s th e lo c k dow n

w a s tig h ten e d,  in  De c em b er a n d A pril.

Th e stu dy fo c u se d o n  th e R n u m b er,  w h ic h  in dic a te s h ow  m a n y p e o ple ea c h  in fe c te d

p erso n  pa sse s th e v iru s to. Th e sc ien tists a rg u e it is le ss ea sily  disto rte d by fl u c tu a tin g  te st

ra te s th a n  th e w e ek ly  in fe c tio n  ra te s u se d by th e G erm a n  g ov ern m en t to  de c ide lo c k dow n

re stric tio n s.  
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Th e stu dy fo u n d th a t o n  ea c h  o c c a sio n  th e R n u m b er w a s a lrea dy u n der 1 b efo re th e n ew

re stric tio n s c a m e in to  fo rc e,  in dic a tin g  th a t in fe c tio n s w ere fa llin g . Th e lo c k dow n  h a s sin c e

b e en  lifte d a c ro ss m o st o f  th e c o u n try.  

“ Th e m ea su re s ta k en  c o u ld h a v e h a d a  p o sitiv e eff e c t o n  th e c o u rse o f  th e in fe c tio n ,  bu t a re

n o t solely  re sp o n sible fo r th e de c lin e,”  th e stu dy ’s a u th o rs w ro te.
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Th e stu dy w a s q u ic k ly  seize d o n  by lo c k dow n  o pp o n en ts,  bu t its a u th o rs w ere a t pa in s to

stre ss th ey w ere n o t m a k in g  a  p olitic a l a rg u m en t.

“ Yo u  c a n't tell fro m  th e da ta  th a t th e lo c k dow n  w a s u n n e c e ssa ry,”  Pro f Ra lph  Brin k s,  o n e o f

th e stu dy ’s c o -a u th o rs,  told G erm a n  telev isio n .

“A ll th a t it sh ow s is th a t th e sta rt o f  lo c k dow n  a n d th e fa ll in  in fe c tio n s do  n o t c o in c ide.”

G erm a n y w en t in to  “ lo c k dow n  lite”,  w ith  re sta u ra n ts a n d ba rs c lo se d bu t n o n -e ssen tia l

sh o ps o p en ,  o n  N ov em b er 2.
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I t w en t in to  fu ll lo c k dow n  o n  De c em b er 16,  a n d re stric tio n s w ere tig h ten e d o n  A pril 23

u n der A n g ela  M erk el’s “ em erg en c y bra k e”.

W h ile n o  o n e h a s dispu te d th e stu dy ’s fi g u re s,  o th er sc ien tists a rg u e d th e deba te ov er

lo c k dow n  m a y h a v e c o n tribu te d to  th e fa ll in  in fe c tio n s.

Th o rsten  Leh r,  pro fe sso r o f  c lin ic a l ph a rm a c y a t Sa a rla n d U n iv ersity,  told G erm a n

telev isio n  pu blic  disc u ssio n s ov er im p en din g  lo c k dow n  m ea su re s m a y h a v e in fl u en c e d

p e o ple to  c h a n g e th eir b eh a v io u r a n d m e e t o th ers le ss.
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