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The extreme decision was made during a meeting of high-ranking civil and
military officials chaired by Punjab Health Minister Yasmin Rashid.

Rashid said that the policy would disable SIM cards belonging to those
who fail to get vaccinated “beyond a certain time.”

“We are doing all we can to compel people to get vaccinated... The
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risk lives of those who are already vaccinated,” the health minister told
Pakistan’s Express Tribune. She said that the provincial government would
devise a timeline for the policy’'s implementation once it received formal
approval from the National Command and Operation Center, which
coordinates Pakistan’'s national response to Covid-19.

Punjab’s Primary and Secondary Health Department announced the
measure on Thursday in a tweet detailing the outcome of the meeting.

“Mobile SIMS of people not getting vaccinated may be blocked,” the
department wrote.
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Mobile SIMS of people not getting vaccinated may be
blocked, it was decided in Cabinet meeting under the chair
of Minister for Health Dr. Yasmin Rashid at Civil Secretariat.
The government will open walk-in vaccination of over 18
years of age group.
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Officials later signaled that the plan was moving forward.

“[A] final decision has been taken to block the mobile SIM cards of people
not getting vaccinated,” Punjab Specialized Healthcare Department
spokesman Syed Hammad Raza told Dawn, a Pakistani dalily.

Citing a senior health department official, the paper said that the Punjab
government will seek help from the Pakistan Telecommunications Authority
(PTA) in order to implement the policy.

The measure is designed to counter “negative propaganda” about the jab
and ensure that vaccination targets are met, Dawn reported, citing the
official. The nrovincial sovernment is aiming to vaccinate 40 million
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residents by November.

In addition to the SIM card restrictions, authorities might also ban
unvaccinated people from going to parks, restaurants and malls, according
to media reports.
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Punjab is the most populous province of Pakistan, containing more than
half the country’s total population, as well as the country’s second-largest
city, Lahore. The regional government began its vaccination drive in March,
but has struggled to drum up enthusiasm for the public health initiative.
Mobile vaccination camps are being deployed near religious shrines across
the province in an effort to make the jab more accessible.

Governments around the world have adopted a range of measures to
promote vaccination efforts, but some policies have been criticized as
gimmicky or heavy-handed.

In the US state of Washington, legal marijuana retailers are giving free
joints to those who've taken at least one dose of the Covid vaccine.
Restrictions have also been used to compel people to get the shot. In
some countries, such as Israel, unvaccinated citizens are barred from
entering certain venues.

Punjab isn't the only region in Pakistan to take a more extreme approach
to vaccination. In Sindh province, plans have been announced to stop the
salaries of government employees who refuse to receive the jab.

Like this story? Share it with a friend!

https://www.rt.com/news/526262-punjab-pakistan-sim-card-vaccine/ 3



No jab, no phone: Unvaccinated to have SIM cards blocked, Pakistan’'s Punjab govt says — R6JV8(2d, Ned3 PM

€ 2060 W O 30 O e () e Follow RTon @) Telegram

Trends: Coronavirus vaccines news, Covid-19 coronavirus news, Pakistan news

@& Subscribe to RT on YouTube

‘Asian-American actors are ugly & your films make us look Another Nessie? Fishing trip footage appears to capture
backward': Hollywood sets movies in China, locals don’t want Canada'’s legendary ‘60ft-long’ lake monster Ogopogo
to watch (VIDEO)

& Trick To Cut °
Electricity Bill

Subscribe to RT newsletter to get stories the mainstream media won't tell you

Subscribe

FROM OUR PARTNERS

‘Gone Girl’ Actor in Critical Condition After Hit-and-Run

Donald Trump Jr. Responds to Speculation That Dad Could Run for Congress

‘Like Hell Went to Hell,’ The Tragic Demise of Venice Beach

https://www.rt.com/news/526262-punjab-pakistan-sim-card-vaccine/ 4



No jab, no phone: Unvaccinated to have SIM cards blocked, Pakistan’'s Punjab govt says — R6JV8(2d, Ned3 PM

Podcasts All podcasts

Watching the Hawks: A thin line between safety and totalitarianism & new wave of mass shootings

il SOUNDCLOUD

RT
° Watching the Hawks: A thin line between safety and totalitari... X

Cookie policy
‘Throat of fire’ volcano signalling imminent, devastating Oil CRASHES 30% over Saudi Arabia-Russia crude price war
COLLAPSE & coronavirus fears
Time to get outta Dodge? Kansas mayor resigns in FEAR Chat app sting tells US intel agencies are interested in more
FOR HER SAFETY after comments favoring mask mandate than just ‘backdoors’, CIA whistleblower John Kiriakou tells
led to threats RT

https://www.rt.com/news/526262-punjab-pakistan-sim-card-vaccine/ 5



No jab, no phone: Unvaccinated to have SIM cards blocked, Pakistan’'s Punjab govt says — R6JV8(2d, Ned3 PM

. ,2IESPPYCDEFR

E RT News App SHOP

News Op-ed Live Terms of Use

USA Shows Applications Privacy policy

UK Projects Where to watch About RT

Russia RT Play Schedule Contact info

Business Podcasts Sponsored content Feedback & Complaints

Sport On-Air Talent Vacancies

https://www.rt.com/news/526262-punjab-pakistan-sim-card-vaccine/ 6



