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Supreme Court says California cannot restrict
religious household gatherings

BY  TO R I  B .  P O W E L L
A P R I L  1 1 ,  2 0 2 1  /  7 : 1 5  A M  /  C B S  N E W S

The Supreme Court ruled in a 5�4 vote that California cannot impose COVID�19
restrictions on religious gatherings in households, citing the First Amendment's
right to religious freedom.

The decision, made Friday night, follows other related orders from the high court
in the state. In February, the Supreme Court said that California cannot ban
indoor church services because of the pandemic.

"This is the �fth time the Court has summarily rejected the Ninth Circuit's
analysis of California's COVID restrictions on religious exercise," the latest
opinion states. "It is unsurprising that such litigants are entitled to relief."

California laws currently allow members of up to three households to participate
in indoor religious gatherings in homes, and participants are also required to
wear face masks.
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Similar to other related cases, conservative justices pointed out that the state
allows establishments such as hair salons and movie theaters to operate during
the pandemic, and that California treats secular activities "more favorably than
at-home religious exercise." They argued that applicants would be "irreparably
harmed by the loss of free exercise rights" and that California has failed to prove
that public health would be "imperiled" by loosening up COVID�19 restrictions. 

However, liberal justices said "the law does not require that the state equally treat
apples and watermelons." They argued that social distancing and mask-wearing
would less likely be practiced by individuals indoors and in private settings, and
that individuals would be encouraged to interact for longer periods of time as
opposed to those in commercial settings. 

"In ordering California to weaken its restrictions on at-home gatherings, the
majority yet again 'insists on treating unlike cases, not like ones, equivalently,'"
Justice Kagan wrote in a dissent.

The Supreme Court says the order will go into e�ect next week. 

Coronavirus Crisis
CDC and FDA leaning toward resuming J&J vaccine, sources say

Moderna, Pfizer vaccines safe during pregnancy, study finds

What's behind the push for a fourth stimulus check

Here's how to track your third stimulus check

More

Turn On

Be the �rst to know
Get browser notifications for breaking news, live events, and exclusive reporting.

Not Now

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/covid-vaccine-johnson-johnson-decision-resume-friday/?intcid=CNI-00-10aaa3a
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/covid-vaccine-pregnancy-moderna-pfizer-safe/?intcid=CNI-00-10aaa3a
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/stimulus-check-round-four-2021-04-22/?intcid=CNI-00-10aaa3a
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/stimulus-check-track-your-payment-2021-04-22/?intcid=CNI-00-10aaa3a
https://www.cbsnews.com/feature/coronavirus/?intcid=CNI-00-10aaa3a

