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EU not to renew AstraZeneca, J&J
Covid-19 vaccine contracts on expiry
A spokesman for the EU Commission said it was keeping all options open to be prepared for the next stages of
the pandemic, for 2022 and beyond
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ALSO READ
Is it safe? Global concern
over the use of AstraZeneca
vaccine explained

More European nations
suspend use of AstraZeneca
Covid-19 vaccine

Tussle between US, allies
over Covid-19 vaccine
supply escalates

UK PM Johnson expresses
"desirability" for trade deal
with European Union

UK parliament to vote on
'historic' Brexit trade deal
with European Union

South Africa is facing delays to vaccine supplies because of “unreasonable terms” being demanded by manufacturers

The European Union (EU) Commission has decided not to renew
Covid-19 vaccine contracts next year with AstraZeneca and Johnson
& Johnson (J&J), Italian daily La Stampa reported on Wednesday,
citing a source from the Italian health ministry.

“The European Commission, in agreement with the leaders of
many (EU) countries, has decided that the contracts with the
companies that produce (viral vector) vaccines that are valid for the
current year will not be renewed at their expiry,” the newspaper
reported.

It added that Brussels would rather focus on Covid-19 vaccines
using messenger RNA (mRNA) technology, such as P�zer's and
Moderna’s. A spokesman for the EU Commission said it was
keeping all options open to be prepared for the next stages of the
pandemic, for 2022 and beyond. “We cannot, however, comment
on contractual issues,” the spokesman added.

Later on Wednesday the President of the European Commission
said the EU was in talks with P�zer and BionTech for a new
contract for 1.8 billion doses, con�rming a Reuters report from last
week. “We need to focus on technologies that have proven their
worth. mRNA vaccines are a clear case in point,” she added.

Denmark drops Astra jab

Denmark has become the �rst country in the European Union to
drop AstraZeneca’s vaccine from its Covid-19 inoculation program,
according to local media reports.

The country’s health authorities are due to brief reporters at 2 pm in Copenhagen. State broadcaster DR
was among media outlets to report the decision, without saying how it obtained the information.
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READ MORE ON EUROPEAN UNION ASTRAZENECA CORONAVIRUS VACCINE

JOHNSON AND JOHNSON INTERNATIONAL COMPANIES

Africa accuses J&J of ‘unreasonable demands’

South Africa is facing delays to vaccine supplies because of “unreasonable terms” being demanded by
manufacturers including Johnson & Johnson in return for delivering millions of much-needed doses,
Health Minister Zweli Mkhize said.

EU speeds up J&J jab review

EU’s drug regulator is accelerating its review of blood-clot reports with Johnson & Johnson’s vaccine and
said it expects to issue a recommendation next week. Member states should store doses as they await
guidance and EMA will decide whether “regulatory action is necessary.”

France says to administer J&J jab as planned

France will use Johnson & Johnson’s vaccine as planned despite its suspension in the US, a government
spokesman said on Wednesday, adding France had received a �rst shipment of 200,000 doses. After a
slow start, authorities are aiming to speed up France's drive with the target of 30 million people having
received at least one dose of a Covid-19 vaccine by mid-June.

J&J vaccine pause shows govt puts safety �rst: Biden

US President Joe Biden said that the pause on Johnson and Johnson’s Covid-19 vaccine
showed that the government put safety �rst. O�cials said the delay had much to do with
educating physicians about the unique way the clots have to be treated as their desire to
study the rare side e�ect.

 Dear Reader,

Business Standard has always strived hard to provide up-to-date information and commentary on
developments that are of interest to you and have wider political and economic implications for the
country and the world. Your encouragement and constant feedback on how to improve our o�ering
have only made our resolve and commitment to these ideals stronger. Even during these di�cult
times arising out of Covid-19, we continue to remain committed to keeping you informed and
updated with credible news, authoritative views and incisive commentary on topical issues of
relevance. 
We, however, have a request.  

As we battle the economic impact of the pandemic, we need your support even more, so that we can
continue to o�er you more quality content. Our subscription model has seen an encouraging
response from many of you, who have subscribed to our online content. More subscription to our
online content can only help us achieve the goals of o�ering you even better and more relevant
content. We believe in free, fair and credible journalism. Your support through more subscriptions
can help us practise the journalism to which we are committed.  

Support quality journalism and subscribe to Business Standard.  
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