
3/6/2021 16 States Are Now Following The Science – AIER

https://www.aier.org/article/16-states-are-now-following-the-science/ 1/2

Reading Time: 3 minutesJordan Schachtel (https://www.aier.org/staffs/jordan-schachtel/) 

I

16 States Are Now Following The Science
– March 3, 2021

t took an entire year, but lockdowns and mask mandates are officially incredibly unpopular with half of the country, to the point that governors are
rapidly making sweeping changes to their year-long COVID-19 policies.

Jumping onto the coattails of pro-individual freedom leaders like governors Ron DeSantis (R-Florida) and Kristi Noem (R-SD), the governors of
Mississippi and Texas decided Tuesday to announce an end to business restrictions and statewide mask mandates.

Both Tate Reeves (R-MS) and Greg Abbott (R-TX), who had long taken a nanny state approach to the COVID-19 crisis, acted almost simultaneously to
announce the end of statewide restrictions.

I just announced Texas is OPEN 100%.  

EVERYTHING.  

I also ended the statewide mask mandate.

— Greg Abbott (@GregAbbott_TX) March 2, 2021 (https://twitter.com/GregAbbott_TX/status/1366846908480815106?
ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw)

Starting tomorrow, we are lifting all of our county mask mandates and businesses will be able to operate at full capacity without any state-imposed
rules. Our hospitalizations and case numbers have plummeted, and the vaccine is being rapidly distributed. It is time!

— Tate Reeves (@tatereeves) March 2, 2021 (https://twitter.com/tatereeves/status/1366849019935412228?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw)
The centrally planned solutions to COVID-19 have failed spectacularly, and the American people have taken notice of this reality. Hundreds of millions
have now been through a full year of government-imposed tyranny on both a federal and state level. Whether it was a travel ban, an endless series of
lockdowns, mask mandates, countless emergency orders, business closures, and the like, not a single top-down order from the federal or state level did
anything productive for the well-being of Americans. 
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None of it worked. All of it served as a net negative. The people have noticed.

Now that their constituents have had enough, politicians on the Right are fast departing from the COVID tyranny, and attempting to secure what is left of
their political aspirations.

Abbott and Reeves are not the only GOP governors moving fast in ending the restrictions. Several other governors have recently acted to roll them back.

On February 12, Montana Governor Greg Gianforte lifted his statewide mask mandate. 

Newly Elected Montana Governor Greg Gianforte Ends State Mask Mandate via @nationalfile (https://twitter.com/NationalFile?
ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw) https://t.co/BIlEgeMmoi (https://t.co/BIlEgeMmoi)

— Sunshine (@MaguirePeters) February 13, 2021 (https://twitter.com/MaguirePeters/status/1360677822247931915?
ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw)

On February 8, Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds lifted Iowa’s statewide mask mandate along with several other restrictions.

In Iowa, Gov. Kim Reynolds defends decision to lift mask mandate, other COVID-19 restrictions https://t.co/2HnSc3t3KY
(https://t.co/2HnSc3t3KY) via @DMRegister (https://twitter.com/DMRegister?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw)

— Shirley Zilberstein (@SZilberstein) February 11, 2021 (https://twitter.com/SZilberstein/status/1359865784177225733?
ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw)

On February 22, North Dakota took it a step further. Its legislative body took the bold step in voting to make mask mandates illegal
(https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/539993-north-dakota-house-passes-bill-forbidding-mandatory-mask-wearing). 

North Dakota House passes bill forbidding mandatory mask wearing https://t.co/AF9TFb2C9A (https://t.co/AF9TFb2C9A)
pic.twitter.com/aXImhFggfs (https://t.co/aXImhFggfs)

— The Hill (@thehill) February 23, 2021 (https://twitter.com/thehill/status/1364052133528678400?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw)
As of March 2, there are now 16 states (https://www.aarp.org/health/healthy-living/info-2020/states-mask-mandates-coronavirus.html) that no longer
have statewide mask orders.

However, across the political divide, there remains no end in sight to the corona madness. Much of the Left continues to embrace and root on endless
COVID-19 restrictions, and the hijacking of individual rights in the name of a virus. 

Governor Gavin Newsom of California took to Twitter in describing the end of restrictions as “absolutely reckless.”

Absolutely reckless. https://t.co/3O5GsbSLpM (https://t.co/3O5GsbSLpM)

— Gavin Newsom (@GavinNewsom) March 2, 2021 (https://twitter.com/GavinNewsom/status/1366845363831775233?
ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw)

It took long enough, but it’s now official: Governors who continue to impose lockdowns and mask mandates are fast becoming as popular as Red Sox fans
in the Yankee Stadium bleachers, at least in half of the country. The internal polling is out, and the draconian restrictions are being abandoned in droves.
History will not be kind to the remaining high-handed holdouts.

Reprinted from the author’s blog (https://dossier.substack.com/p/abandon-ship-governors-scramble-to?
token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo4ODY2NjYsInBvc3RfaWQiOjMzMTc1MTQ0LCJfIjoiV2FhVFgiLCJpYXQiOjE2MTQ3ODEwOTEsImV4cCI6MTYxNDc4NDY5MSwiaXN
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